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HISTORY no where informs us of any event ſo extras, 
ordinary as the late revolution in France. Tf wiewed" "ij 
on all fides, with its attending circumſtances, by an alten — 
tive and unprejudiced eye, it muſt ſurely excite the great. 
eft aſtoniſhment ; and thoſe who have been uſed\to uniis | 
in their minds the providence of God with human occur 
rences, (whether they approve of this great change of \ 
things or not) cannot help inquiring, Is this from men, 
or is it from God? Is it one of thoſe commotions pr. 
duced by the conflicting «paſſions men, that riſe and 
fink, and are ſoon forgotten ; or is it one bf thoſe events» 
which mark the great æras of time, and from which 
originate neu orders of things lle . it is — 
e thetheme of Proms d in e heh; 
35 5 | As A . 3 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


eee inficate that ns: will be a IG — 


Thoſe OY 2 which dire our nope that 
intereſting period, when all antichriſtian tyrannies are 
to periſh, deſerve, at this time, peculiar attention. But 
where fai ue fend a ciue to guide us in our inguiries ? 
The author of the following thoughts conſulted commen- 
 tators the moſt generally approved, on the prophecies of 
Daniel and the Revelation of John. He found muck 
to edify and to excite curtofity, | but was s till i in the midſt 
of a wilderneſs. A. length he was determined to commit 
himſelf to his own inveſtigations, and explore theſe regions 
of wonders, without placing implicit confidence in any 
guide. Gente led him to conjeflure, that the . : 
biaſt- which John ſazo coming uſt out of the earth was 
7. EY or the French tyranny, 5. gerſefled. 0 
by kim, and ſupported by his fucceſſors: and that it was 
this beg which: ſlew the witneſſes, * This is the clue 
which he Ras followed, and he thinks it is that by which 
the mazes / theſe wonderſul wifions, at leaſt as far as 
_ they have been accompliſhed, may-be traced with Preci- | 
fron, and fome things, which are yet to come, be comjefure 
ed with great Mo "But without Br to my ad 
4% + giſt 72 


— 


Ke -of e application to the ſtudy 7 the pr ophecies, 

end an attentive n of the fgns ” the times, 
9 

1 5 2 £ have 


aal the reſtoration of tie Jem, 


tion of all tlungs, are near at hand; and that every year 
will aftoniſh us with new wonders. ' “As the days of 
Noe were, fo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of Man 
be. For as in the days that were before the flood,” 
they were eating and drinking, and marrying and giving 


in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 


and kney not until the flood came and took them a 
away, fo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of Man 


be. 1 From this perſuaſion ariſes the indiſpenſible 
duty. of calling the attention of mankind, with peculiar 


earneſineſs, 40 the: things which. belong to their peace. 


« Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and found an alarm i in 
my boly mountain: let all the inhabitants of the 44 


tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh * 
at hand.“ 7 | | 


7 þ my ha an author, who writes on ſubjeds like 
theſe, has to expect. But my heart tells me, that I pub- 
liſh theſe thouglits with the pureſt intentions, and that my 


only aims are to ſerve the intereſts of Chriſtianity, to 
promote the welfare of my countrymen, and the common 


 eanſe of humanity, by inviting men to conſider the ſigns 
of the times; . as individuals, and as à nation, we 


* Matt. xxiv. . 6799. + Joel ii. 1. Foe 
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A DVERT 182 name 


to-which maſt other nations are ſtrangers, may be purified 


42 Arengtlened, and by theſe means be continued to our 


i I do therefore moſt fervently pray, that God 
be this _—_ "_— and _ us, and all men 
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PREVIOUS THOUGHTS. 


Tur kingdom which God was to ſet up under the Meſſiah, ac- 
cording to the prophets, was to be a kingdom of righteouſneſs, 
| Peace, and j joy. Unto us a Child is born—the government ſhall be 
upon his ſhoulder. —Of the increaſe of his government and peace there 
Mall be no end. —The wolf and the lamb ſhall feed together. He Rall 

| ſpeak peace to the heathen, f who have long the prey of de- 
ſtroyers, and of one another. If we contemplate the principles 
of the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, they promiſe fair to produce the 
enjoyment of all that which the prophets predifted. But where 
is the effect? The annals of the Chriſtian world, as well as thoſe 
of the Pagan, diſcover to us little more than the hiſtory of ambi- 
tion, ſuperſtition, and bloodſhed. The career of this kingdom 
began in piety towards God, and i in love and peace to all mankind. 
But fyſtems of error, ſuperſtition, and oppreſſion, ſoon interrupted 
its progreſs, and perverted its principles. Chriſtianity has been 
converted into a ſyſtem of commerce, and thoſe called the miniſ- 
ters of Chriſt, have been a corporation of traders, in the ſouls 
| and liberties of mankind. 

Were I to attempt to define the e of Antichriſt, 1 ſhould 
ſay, It is all that which of poſes itſelf to the kingdom of Chriſt, whe- 
ther it flow from the ecclefeaftical or civil powers, The civil conſti- 
tutions of nations, as well as the eccleſiaſtical, ſo far as they ac- 
cord with, or have a tendency to promote, 20 pride and chat a 
ambition Which lead to oppreſſion, perſecution, and war, are en- ; 
tichriſtian. Whatever 3 in religion is deſtructive of union among 
. Chriſtians, which leads to domination. over conſcience, to hinder 
free enquiry after truth, or any way oppreſſes and perſecutes men 
for matters cognizable only by God, is antichrilticn, Wherever 


+ Ta. is. 6 7, luv. 23. u E 0 


there 
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5 e is intolerance; ; wherever we find conditions of communion 


d, which Chriſt hath not-clearly enjoin- 


ed; — as and modes of worſhip are enforced by lay - - 


man power, and men are made to forfeit any of their civil rights, 
or are ſtigmatized on theſe accounts, there is that ſpirit which i is 
not of God. Wherever one Chriſtian, or ſect of Chriſtians, aſ- 
ſumes the ſeat of authority and judgment in the church of Chriſt, 
whether they call for fire to deſtroy thoſe who diſſent from them, 


or only exclude them from their communion and affection, there 


is a portion of that ſpirit of Antichriſt which has ſo long oppoſed 
itſelf to the benign principles of the kingdom of the Prince of 
Peace, has been the cauſe of ſo many evils to humanity, and the 
occaſion of making the inconfiderate eſteem the amiable religion 
of Jeſus, as a ſource of miſchief inſtead of benevolence! Alas, 
how much of this ſpirit remains amongſt us all! How few have 
learned that + in Zeſus Chriſt circumcifion is nothing, and uncircum- 
ciſtion is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God. _ 
But we are aſſured from the ſcriptures, that all theſe uſurpations 
and antichriſtian principles ſhall havean end; and that the goſpel 
ſhall produce the various happy effects which are predicted. The 
religion of Chriſtians ſhall then no longer conſiſt in + meat and 
drink, but in Tighteouſneſs, peace, and joy ; the practice of Juſtice, 
the cultivation of harmony, and the diffuſion of happineſs. 
The queſtion i is, When may we hope to ſee theſe prediction 
accompliſned ? | Long have a pious few had their eyes fixed on 
the promiſes of God with ardent expettation, and been crying, 
How long, O Lord, ere thou wilt avenge the blood of thy ſaints, and 


create Jeruſalem @ quiet dwelling place, and Zion the joy of all the 


earth ? Come, Lord Jefus, come quickly Bed I come at an 
hour when ye thank not! blefſed is he that watcheth, | 

Some ſuppoſe, that all our inquiries about the time of the 5 
compliſhment of the predictions relative to the downfal of Anti- 
chriſt, which is to prepare the way for the peaceful kingdom of 
the Redeemer, are in vain. If ſo, wherefore is it laid, Bl-f:d is 
he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy ? Rev. 
i. 15 Here is wiſdom, l. him that hath . count we mums 

ber of the beaft, xiii, 18. | | 


+3 D þ 19. 1 Rom. Av. 17. 
| Though 


3 | PREVIOUS: rnovonre. — 11 | 
| m the meaning of the prophecies is neceſſarily wrape up in | 


modes of expreſſion not eaſy to be underſtood, as 


wiſe operate againſt their own accompliſhment ;. yet ee Ee 


be abſolutely inſcrutable; and eſpecially when their accompliſh 
ment approaches nearer, and increaſing light is caſt upon them 


by the ariſing of circumſtances connected with them. This ſeems | 


to be intimated by the angel. Dan. xii. 4, 9, 10. But thou, 0 
Daniel, ſhut up the worde, and feal the book, even to the time f the 
end: many Hall run to and fro, and knowledge fhall be increaſed. Nhe 
words are cloſed up and ſealed till the time of the end. None of the 
wicked Mall underſtand, but the wiſe ſhall underftand, The meaning 
of theſe words, according to the learned Dr. Lowth, is, © The 
nearer the time approaches for the final accompliſhment of the pro- 
| en the more light Mall men have for the underſtanding it; for 
the completion pf this and other prophecies ſhall direct 
ing to to farm a judgment concerning thoſe particulars 
which are yet to be fulfilled. . From hence we may obſerve the 
reaſon of the obſcurity of ſeveral prophecies in ſcripture; and it 
may be obſerved, that generally thoſe prophecies are moſt obſcure, 


the time of whoſe completion is furtheſt off. For the ſame reaſon, | © 


in interpreting the prophecies relating to the latter times of the 
world, the judgment of the latter writers is to be preferred before 
that of the ancients, becauſe the moderns living nearer the times 
when the events were to be fulfilled, had ſurer marks to guide 
them in their expoſitions. Lowth's Expoſ. Dan. xii. 4. Ver. 9. 


hs paraphiaſes thus. 5 Be content with what has been made 


| known to thee; (Daniel) for the fuller explication of this pro- 
phecy is deferred till the time. of its accampliſhment dra wi near.” 


The opinion then of this learned commentator was, that God 


would ſo diſpoſe things that obferving men ſhould, from the ſigns 


of the times, be led to underſtand the true meaning of thoſe pro- 


phecies, relating to the latter times of the world, Which had not 
been before underſtaod, ſo as hence to foreſee the approaching 
downfal of Antichriſt, and thoſe other great events connected 
Vith it; and by which means the divine word will be much accre- 
dited, ann and God hereby be 
. honoured, - 
My mind has of late Weg 1 afeftod with OG W 


Z nian in the chu world ond mini eee which 
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have, within theſe few years, burſt upon nme which 2 
are unparelleled i in the hiſtory of nations. 07 
In America a revolution has taken place which 1 into; in 


. and eſpecially as they concern the ſtate of re- 
ligion. We have long been told that if the Chriſtian religion 8 


were left unprotected by eſtabliſnments, and unſupported by 
emoluments, it would ſoon be borne down, and all its ſolemni- 
ties forſaken and deſpiſed. The experiment has here been made, 


and fact demonſtrates the fallacy of ſuch conelufions. The 
people are caled of a heavy burden, and pure and undefiled re- 
ligion flouriſhes' more than ever. Hirelings have withdrawn, but 


piety and virtue, charity and union increaſe. But a few years 
after this grand event, one of the firſt nations in Europe, long en- 
flaved, and blinded by ſuperſtition, at once broke its chains, and 


tore away the bandages with which popiſh prieſts had bound the 


eyes of the multitude. Civil liberty had long been forgotten, and, 

for more than a hundred years, no liberty of conſcience' was per- 
mitted to the inſulted people. And as a nation they had for ages 
been made, by their tyrants, the ſeourge of all their neighbours. This 


people have, to the aſtoniſhmentof the whole civilized world, aroſe 
up as in one day, and, in oppoſition to the combined power of their 


king, their prieſts, and nobles, have dared to ſay, We uill be free 


We will have juſt and equal laws—No man all puniſh, and no man 


Mall be puniſhed but as the law commands The poor as well as the rich, 
ſhall be protected. Conſcience is the property of God, and every man all 
worſhip his Maker as he pleaſes —We will never make war, but in ſelf- 


defence, and will embrace all men as our brethren, And this was not 
the reſolution of a few, it was the ſolemn covenant of twenty-ſix 


millions of people. What a phenomenon in the hiſtory of man 
What-an epoch in the hiſtory of the church! But German deſpots | 
and their creatures, whoſe exiſtence depends on the ignorance! and 
ſervility of mankind, fearing the influence of fuch an example, have 


been exerting all their power to cruſh this riſing ſpirit of liberty, | 
| and to ſupport the falling papacy. By whoſe hand was it that they 


and their remnant were driven back with loſs and ſhame?- His, who | 


maketh the wrath of man. to: praiſe him——Alas! the calamities 


which oppoſition to the moſt benevolent ſentiments has occafion- 
ed] The paſſions of men have been enraged, and in the paroxiſm of 


| reſentment n the beſt of * * cauſe of liberty, 


#5. 
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has been ſtained by the commiſſion of crimes whic afflict a great 
majority of their own nation, and all the genuine friends of Te 
berty and juſtice throughout the world. None can contem 
them but with the keeneſt anguiſh, except thoſe who are 1 
for occaſions to flander all who refiſt oppreſſors. The circum- 
ſtances of this wonderful revolution, mark it as an event of vaſt 


importance, and as ans bis with conſequences Gee * | 


conjecture. 
The prophecies lpelitig the downfal of the — 
uůſurpations, muſt have their accompliſhment in ſome era, it may 
be the preſent. It is therefore ſurely worth our while te inquite__ 
how far the predictions of God's MOR eas. rent 
and progreſs of known events. 


Thus it has appeared to me, and the more I examine and think 


upon the ſubjeR, the more I am convinced, that the laſt days ſpe? 


ken of by God's ſervants the prophets, are faſt approaching ; 3 


"when Babylon the Great fhall come in remembrance, and God will 
avenge the blood of his ſaints, and the kingdoms of this world fhall 
become the kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chrift > by not only 


profeſſing the religion of Jeſus, but by acting under its influ- _ 


ence, and copying after his example who was meek and lowly - 


in heart, and who came © not to deſtroy men's lives, but 


to fave them.“ And this kingdom ſhall not be a kingdom of 
anarchy, but a tate of things, in which the governors and the go- 
verned, and all the different ranks in ſociety will unite to pro- 


maote the general good. It is not impoſſible that the preſent ſhax- 


ing of nations ſhould bring about this deſirable event. Some 


however object, that the progreſs of the French revolution has 


been marked with too much outrage and blood; and that the per- 
ſons engaged in it are of a character too bad to admit it to be from 
God, a work which he approves, and which he intends as the in- 
troduction to thoſe happy days of which the prophets have ſpoken · 


It would not be a very difficult taſk to prove that thoſe Ger- 


man princes and domeſtie foes to liberty, who' have oppoſed the 
emancipation of France, from the yoke of royal and prieftly ty- 
rants, have been'the occaſion of almoſt all the horrors which have 
been committed, and, at their hands will much of the blood be re- 
quired, which has been, or may hereafter be, ſhed, in this mighty 
and intereſting rvggte between men rouſed up by the ſeverity of 
| their 
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their ſufferings, to claim the rights they had- long been mkked of, 
and.thoſe continental tyrants who, for ages, have been the ſcourges 
af the human race, But granting that the leaders in the French 
revolution have been as atrociouſly wicked as repreſented, this 
does not, in the ſlighteſt degree, affe& our hypotheſis. 5 
Though many of the inſtruments which Providence a 
may be unworthy characters, and though the extraneous evil con- 
nected with the revolution in France may afflict our hearts, and 
provoke not only our cenſure, but our indignation, ſtill the great 
principles of it may demand our homage, and the end to be haped 
For, the triumphs of truth and juſtice over ſuperſtition, perſecu- 


nion, and oppreſſion, may excite our joy. Cyrus waded through | 


the blood of kings and armies to plunder the earth, and ſubhject 
nations to his will; (he ſpared not children, Iſa. xii. 18.) ; but 
we have been taught to venerate his memory, as the righteous 
man of the eaſt, And why? Not becauſe all his exploits, as 
his, were righteous, but becauſe we have ſeen the iſſue, and been 
informed, that he was made an inſtrument in the hand of God, 
to execute his righteous judgments; that it was He who gave na- 
tions before him, and made him rule over kings, that Babylon 
might ſit in the duſt, and captive Iſrael go free. What was Henry 
the Eighth, Who began our reformation? A monſter! What 
- were his motives? The gratification of his luſts. What were 
the means which he employed? —How blind is man! We only 
know, that in God dwell the attributes of wiſdom, juſtice, and 
goodneſs, but we are incapable of tracing the ſphere of their ope- 
rations. He ſaw fit to make uſe of the Jewiſh rulers, and to direct 
the worſt of human paſſions, for the purpoſe of effecting our re- 
demption, by the death of Jeſus Chriſt. Are eſtabliſnhed lyſtems 
of ſuperſtition and tyranny to be overthrown by a few ſmooth 
words of - benevolence and wiſdom? Happy if they could! Are 
the dragon and the beaſts which have ſo depopulated the earth for 
ages, to-periſh without convulſion? Read, They have. fhed 
the blood. of ſaints and prophets, and thou haſt given them blood to 
drink, for they are worthy, When this period ſhall arrive there 
will be much work to do, for the execution of which the meek 
4 nen no means en To darts allen e 
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1 Rev. xvi. 6, 
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5 huudder at blood-ſhed, and to practiſe mercy, is our duty; for nei- 


ther God's ſecret counſels, nor his providential judgments, are tis 


be the rule of our conduct. We know who hath ſaid, ae ET 
enemies, and do good to them that hate you. This is our rule. - 
Sir Iſaac Newton had a very ſagacious conjefture, which ne 
told to Dr. Clark; from whom Mr. Whiſton ſays he received it, 
viz. © That the over-bearing tyranny and power of the antichriſ- 
tian party, which hath ſo long corrupted Chriſtianity, and enſlaved 
the Chriſtian world, muſt be put a ſtop to and broken to pieces 
by the prevalence of infidelity, for ſome time; before primitive Chriſ-- 
tianity could be reſtored ; which ſeems to be the very means now 
| working in Europe for the ſame good and great end of Provi- 
dence.” —*< Poflibly.” ſays the relater, © he might think that oup- 
|  Saviour's ten (Luke xviii. 8.) imply it. When the Son of- Man 
| cometh Hall he find faith on the earth Or, poſſibly he might think 
no other way ſo likely to do it in human affairs. It being, I ac- 
knowledge, too ſadly evident, that there is not at preſent religion 
enough in Chriſtendom, to put a ſtop to ſuch antichriſtian tyranny 
and perſecution upon any genuine principles of Chriſtianity.”* 
Whiſton's Eſay on the Revelation of St. John. Second Edit. Page 
321. Printed in the Year 1744. 
This was a very ſagacious conjecture indeed; and it is not un- 
likely that it may ſoon be realized. There are reaſons for fearing 
that ere long infidelity will as generally prevail as the name of 
Chriſtianity has done. It is in vain to flatter. It is too evident, 
that though the Chriſtianity of individuals, among all ranks and 
ſes, has been genuine, yet that of nations has been only in name. 
By their fruits ſhall ye know them. The generality of governments 
have been oppreſſive; a great majority of the miniſters of religion 
have not only been men of the world, who have ſought after no- 
thing but gain, but they have been cruel lords over God's heritage, 
perſecuting inſtead of feeding the flock ; teaching men to hate, 
opprels, and murder one another, for opinions, inſtead of incul - 
cating thoſe leſſons of love taught by Jeſus Chriſt, Among the 
rich and great even the forms of religion are ſcarcely to be found, 
Ihe fpoil of the poor is in their houſes, and becauſe they are full 
they forget God, and are waxed” wanton. If we deſcend, pride, 
covetouſnꝰſs, deceit, oppreſſion, riot, impurity, irreligion, impiety, 
perjury, and baſeneſs, pref:nt themſelves, without ſecret ſearch, at 
every 
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| everyſlep. And yet cheſe are all Chriſtians | Eats ped 


taught the religion of Chriſt not by man, but by the revelation of 
Jeſus Chriſt, has ſaid, Faith without works is dead. Alas! they | 
have walked in a vainſhew. But it is probable that this diſguiſe; 
before the conſummation of all things, will be ſtripped off, and 
the nations be made to appear in their tiue character, and thus 
may be fulfilled, in a ſenſe that has not been fuſpeRed, that predic- 

tion of the prophet Lfaiah (chap. xxv. J.) He will deftroy the face 
f the, covering (the maſk) caſt aver all people; and the vail that is 
ad over all natio —— My thoughts eee 


ED. 
The French revolution then. may be of God, _ deſigned to 
iſſue i in good, although conducted by infidels, * . * 


e which . can _ | 
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few La to make Re this hypotheſis, chat ths figns of 
- the times indicate the ſpeedy downfal of ail that ſpiritual and civil 
"tyranny, which for ſo many ages has prevailed, in oppoſition to 
the principles of the kingdom of Chriſt, the Prince of Nn, 
there are three inquiries which claim our attention. 5 


The firſt reſpects the dragon and the e, which John ad * | 


*his viſions. Rev. xi. 7. xii. and xiii. 


The ſecond reſpects the witneſſes, Rev. xi. and the third e 
is, Whether all the numbers of Daniel and John, which refer to 


the latter days, will agree with the preſent times? Let us, with 
that reverence and devout candour which become us when we 
apply to the word of Nr for A Rs ee to theſe ſeveral 


ae é > 


The grand ſcene of the prophetic viſions of b John 3 
* fourth chapter of the Revelation, and is continued to the end of the 


book. The whole may be conſidered as a number of 'ſcenic'pic- 
tures. Chapter the eleventh is a miniature picture of the hiſtory of 
the church (the weſtern church eſpecially) from the carlieft times 
to the downfal of all antichriſtian uſurpations. The following 


viſions are the ſame picture varieguted, gang on'a 


larger ſcale. 15 


As there are ſome, inte whole Aae et air ably wie : 


have not been uſed to attend to ſubjects like theſe which we are 


going to diſcuſs, it may be proper, briefly to conſider the origin 


of that ſort of language, and of thoſe kieroglyphic, or; more pro- 
perly, ſymbolical 3 which we — 97 8 in this — 1 


=” SE 
The firſt mode of nokdes appears to have been FE bees of 
things, and it muſt have been a long time before mankind arrived 


at any degree of per fection in the ſcience of letters, as We now 
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have it it. To 8 ideas by a combination = letters, ſyllables, 
words, and ſentences, is more wonderful invention than moſt 
people imagin2». The | 27 ö natural ay of communicating: our 
conceptions by marks and figures, is by tracing out the images of 
things; and this is actually v exified in the caſe of the Mexicans, 
whoſe only method of writing their laws and hiſtory, when the 
| Spaniards firſt viſited them, was by this picture - writing. The hie- 
roglvphics and fymbols of the Egyptians and Hebrews, were an 
improvement on this rude and inconvenient eſſay towards writ-. 
ing. It would be i improper to enter far into this ſubje& here, I 
| ſhall therefore ſay no more than juſt what may be thought neceſ- 
. ary to ſhew that the figurative ſtyle, and the ſymbolical repreſen- | 
tations, which we meet with in the ſcriptures, are not ſo out of 
the way, as ſome may be apt to imagine; nor the workmanſhip, 
as Dr. Warburton + expreſſes it, of the prophets heated and wild 
imagination, as our modern libertines would perſuade us, but the 
ſober, eſtabliſhed language of their times. 

In the ſymbols and hieroglyphics of the ancients, a lion Rood | 
for - ftrength and courage ; a bullock was a repreſentation of agricul- 
eure a horſe of liberty ; a-ſphinx of ſubtilty ; a. pelican of paternal 
| afetfion 5. a river horſe of impudence : horns of ftrength. and pre- emi- 

nence ; among the Phenicians a horn was the enſign of reyaly - 
and hence they came to be uſed by the prophets to denote ſove- 
-yeignty and dominion, fates: and kingdoms. The ſun, moon, and 
- ſtars alſo were the ſymbols of ftates and kingdoms, kings, queens, | 
and nobility; their eclipſe ſtood for the temporary diſaſters which 
afflicted them, and their extinction, for their entire overthrow, If 


: Ls 
* N 


this be conſidered, we need not wonder at what we meet with i in 


che holy ſcriptures, and eſpecially in the prophecies... The pro- 
phets ſpeak in the language of the times in which they lived, and 
repreſent things under ſymbols then well underſtood ; and though 


: this mode of repreſenting things is not ſo uſual among us, yet we 


have ſomething of it too. Modern heraldry i is a ſort of hierogly- 
phics, and we here meet with productions as fictious and mon- | 
ſtrous as a lion with the wings of an eagle, c or as a beaſt with ſe · 
ven heads and ten horns. 


In the prophetic writings, fierce and ſavage "9" are the 


| hiergglyphic emblems of tyrannic monarchies and * and the 


| | Peculiar- 
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ities of theſe monarchies and ſtates are repreſented by ſuita« 
ble creatures, and by ſuch appendages, as are proper to identify: 
them, and deſcribe their characters. Thus in Dan. vii. 4. the 
kingdom of Babylon is repreſented under the image of a lion with 
eagle's wings, To type out, not only its power, but the rapidity of 
its conqueſts, and the height of ſplendour to which it was raiſed. 
The kingdom of the Medes and Perſtians, (ver. 5.) is repreſented by 
2a bear with three ribs in its mouth, to which it was ſaid, Ariſe, devoun 
-muth fleſh, This was to ſhew the cruelty of theſe people, and their 
greedineſs after blood and plunder. Their character was that of 
the all-devouring bear, which has no pity. The ribs in the mouth 
of it repreſent thoſe nations which they eſpecially made a prey of, 
The kingdom of the Macedonians, or Grecians, is characterized 
(ver. 6.) by a leopard, with four heads, and four wings f a fowl, 
The leopard is remarkable for its ſwiftneſs, hence, and eſpecially 
with the wings on its back, if was a fit emblem of the conqueſts of 
the Macedonians under the- command of Alexander, who conquer- 
ed part of Europe and all Aſia in fix years. As the lion had two 
wings, to repreſent the rapidity of the Babylonian conqueſts, ſo this 
leopard has four, to ſignify the {wiſter progreſs of the Macedonians, 
The four heads alſo are fignificant. They are intended to repre- 
| ſent the ſame circumſtance as the four horns of the he · goat in the 
 eghth chapter, Filteen years after the death of Alexander, his bro- 
ther, and two ſons being murdered, his kingdom was broken, or di- 5 
vided, by Caſſander, Lyſimachius, Ptolemy and Seleucus, into fourleſſer | 
kingdoms, which they ſeized for themſelves: . oF 5 

It may not be amiſs in this place, to take notice, t that Rn con | 
in this viſion in the ſeventh chapter, the Medo-Perfian empire is re- 
preſented under the emblem of a hear, and that of the M Ni | 
under that of a leopard, in that of chapter the eighth, the forma is | 
typed out by a xam (ver. g.) with two horns, one higher than 
the other; and the higher came up laſt; and the latter by a he- 
goat, &c. Theſe were moſt apt repreſentations. of theſe empires. 
For a ram was the royal enſign of Perfia, as the eagle was of the 
Romans, and as the lion is of England; and the figures of rams 
heads with horns, the one higher than the other, are {till to be ſeen 
among the remains of the ruins of Perſepolis, as Sir John Chardin 
takes notice in his travels, That which came up laſt was higheſt, 
go denote that the Rs kingdom, though it Was of a later date, 

e” "WM | ſhould 
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Mould overtep the Medes, and make a greater figure in the world 
than the other; as it did from the time of Cyrus, under whem the 
two kingdoms were united in one. A he- goat was alſo very 
properly made the type of the Macedonian or Grecian empire, for 
this was the emblem, or, as we now a days expreſs it, the arms of 
Macedon, and they were called the goats people ; for Caranus, their 
firſt king, going with a multitude of Greeks, to ſeek a new habita» 


tion, was, as it is ſaid, commanded by the oracle, to take the goats 


for his guide ; and afterwards ſeeing a flotk of goats flying from 4 
violent ſtorm, he followed them to Edeſſu, and their fixed the ſeat 
of his empire, made the goats his enſign, and ralled es e 5 
ox the goats town. But to return. | 
The fourth kingdom is repreſented (ver, J.) dy-» fournk heaft 
dreadful und terrible, and ftrong exteedingly ; and it had great iron 
| teeth, it devoured and brake in pitces, and ſtamped the reſidue with the 
Feet of it. And it was divers from all the beaſts that were before it, and 
it had ten Rorns. This dreadful repreſentation made a great im- 
preſſion on DaniePs mind, and he therefore inquires particularly 
whatthis might mean. Ver. 19. Then I would know the truth f the 
Fourth beaft, which was divers from all the others, exceeding dreadful. 


The atigel informed him | ver. 23.) that the fourth beaft ſhall be the 


fourth kingdom upon earth, which ſhall be divers from all kingdoms, and 
"qr eitpbond eee dens mers in | 

Be. 

That which appeared in the injagiemtion Oct 
as the legs and feet of a great image, whoſe brightneſs was ex- 

. Eellent (Dan. ii. gi—45;) and the form terrible, is here repre- 


ſented to Daniel as a fierce and favenous beaſt. This is the Ro- 


man empire, which Tucceeded the Macedonian. * This beaſt,” ſays 
' Biſhop Newton, “Was ſo great and horrible, that it was not cafy to 
nnd an adequate name for it; and the Roman empire was dreadful 
and terfble, and ſtrong exceedingly, beyond any of the former 
Kingdoms. It was divers from all kingdotns, not only in its re- 
publicanforin of goverment, but likewiſe in ſtrength and power, 
and greatneſs, length of duration, and extent of dominion,” It de- 
voured and brake in pieces, and Amped the refidus with the feet of it. 
It reduced Macedon into a Roman province about 168 years; the 
kingdom of Pergamus about 134 years; Syria about 65 years, and 
Egypt about go years, before Chriſt. And beſides the remains of 


ved, 
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the Macedonian empire, it ſubdued many other provinces and kings 
doms; fo that it might, by a very uſual figure, be faid- to devour 
the whole earth, and to tread it down and break it in pieces, and 
became in a manner, what the Roman writers delighted to call it, 
terrarum orbis imperium, © the empire of the whole world." 
Ver. 7. And it had ten horns. And according to the interpreta- 
tion of the angel, (ver. 24.) the ten horns out of this kingdom are tew 
kings, or kingdoms, that fall ariſe, Four kings a little before 
(ver. 1.) ſignify four kingdoms ; and ſo here ten kings are teu 
kingdoms, according to tne uſual phraſeology of ſcripture, «© We 
muſt look,” ſays this learned author, * for theſe ten kingdoms 
among the broken pieces of the Roman empire, 'This empire, as 
| the Romaniſts themſelves allow, was, by means of the incurſions of 
te northern nations, diſmembered into ten kingdoms; and Ma- 
chiavel, a papiſt, little thinking what he was doing, (as Biſhop 
Chandler obſerves) has given us their names. 1. The Oftrogoths, 
in Mefia, 2. The Vifegoths, in Panonia. 3. The Sueves and Alans, 
in Gaſcorgne and Spain, 4. The Vandals, in Africa, 3. The 
Franks, in France. 6. The Burgundians, in Burgundy. +4. The 
Hleruli and Turingi, in Italy. 8. The Saxons and Angles, in Bri- 
| tain. 9. The Huns, in Hangers. 57 The Lombards, firſt —_— 
the Danube, afterwards in It 
Mede, Lowman, Sir J. Nexon, Whifton, and others, ave euume- 
rated theſe ten kingdoms, with ſome little variation, but all agree in 
the main. Biſhop Lloyd makes them all to ariſe between the years 
856 and 327 A., C. They have not always been exaltly this 
number, ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs; but as Sir 1, Newton ob- 
ſerves, (p. g. upon the Prophectes,) This was the number into 
which the weſtern empire became divided at its firſt break ing, that 
is, at the time of Rome's being beſieged and taken by the Gochs. 
Some of theſe kingdoms at length fell, and new ones aroſe; but 
whatever was their number afterwards, they are ſtill called the tes 
kengdoms, from their firſt number.“ And we TI * 
| they always were and ſtill are about this number. 3 
But befides theſe ten horns e there was another little 
15 W up among the hich was to be much diſtinguiſhs 
ed by its abominations, ver. 8. 1 confedered the horns,” and behold 
there came up among them another little horn, before whom there 


„ As Daniel es 
deſirous 
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deſirous of being informed about the ten horns, ſo of 9 and 
. the angel acquaints him (ver. 24.) that this ſhall riſe up after the 
others, or behind them, as Mede renders it, unobſerved till he over- 
tops them, and he ſhall be divers from the firſt, and he ſhall ſuddue 
three kings, or kingdoms; and he Shall ſpeak great words againſt the 
Maſt High, and ſhall wear out the ſaints of the Moſt High, and think 
to change times and laws ; and they fhall be given into his hands until, 

2 time, and times, and the dividing of time. But the judgment fhalt 
fit, and they all take away his dominton, to conſume it, and deſtroy 
it unto the end. This is to be fought for,” ſays Biſhop. Newton, 

« among the ten kingdoms of the weſtern empire, I ſay the weſts 
ern empire (Europe) . becauſe that was properly the body of the 
fourth beaſt. Greece, and the countries which lay eaſtward of 
Italy, belonged to the third beaſt ; for the former beaſts were {till 
{ubliſting, though their dominion was taken away.” (ver. 42,) 
This is no other than the popedom, or antichriſt, who hath raiſed 
himſelf to great power by ſeizing three principalities, or king- 
doms, which Sir Iſaac Newton reckons. up to be the exarchate- 
of Ravenna, the kingdom of the Lombards, and the ſenate and 
duledom of Nome. And i it is hence that the · pope wears a n 


Crown, / 


What is here . — 5 the emblem of a Fee of the 
fourth beaſt is the ſame tyranny which is ſhewn to John (Rev. xiii. 
110.) as a beaſt, In this all our beſt commentators are agreed. 
Nor let it ſeem ſtrange that what is here prefigured by a horn of 
the fourth beaſt, the Roman dominion, - ſhould be repreſented in 
_ .. Mother viſion, as a beaſt with ſeven heads and ten horns. For 
nothing is more uſual than to deſcribe the ſame perſon or thing 
under different images, upon different occaſions; and beſides, in 
this viſion, the ſpiritual tyranny of the Roman empire is not meant. 
to be deſcribed at large. Here notice is only given of it in the 
general repreſentation of the Roman dominion; when the time 
of the appearance of this tyranny draws near, then a more enlarg - 
ed deſcription is given. And what is here repreſented under one. 
image is there repreſented under two, 2 dragon and a beaſt, each 
having ſeven heads and ten horns. The lighteſt attentios is ſuf- 
ficient to convince us that the horn Here ang the firſt beaſt in Rev. 
| xiii. are the ſame tyranny ; if we compare the two deſcriptions, 
| their language, their gnormities, their duratzoy and end axe the ſame, 
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The ſaints ate ſaid-to be: given into the hand of the; horn for 
time, timer, and dividing f times, and it is given to the beaſt to con- 
tinue forty and two months, and in Rev. xi. g. it is ſaid to be 1200 
days. The ſame period of time is meant, for a time is a year, times 
two: years, and the dividing of times, a half a year, that is three 
Fears and a half (or forty- two months of thirty days) which are 
de fame as the 1260 days; for the ordinary Jewiſh year conſiſted. 
of 360 days, which, multiplied by three and a half, amount to 
XX that number. And in the prophetic ſtyle; a day is reckoned fora 
1 year. Compere Numb. xiv. 34. Ezck. iv. 6. Dan. iv. 16. xii. 7. 
Rev. xi. 2, g. xii. 14. xiii. 3. This continuance ſignifies, that he 
is to practiſe and proſper thus long, for roo: refers to the time of 
| his prevailing, not of his exiſting. He will exiſt a * n. | 
for he will be ſome time a ſlaying after he is attacken. 
| Thus, as preparatory to the conſideration of the following fub- 
| jets, I have endeavoured, ' in as brief à way as poſſible, to ſhew 
the origin of hieroglyphic or ſymbolical repreſentat ions, and the 
aptneſs and propriety of ſuch as we have in the ee the 
N We will now enter upon out inquiries. | 
| Let us firſt 'confider the viſions in the twelfth and 3 
chapters, and eſpecially the viſion of the ſecond beaſt, chap. xiii. 
11—48. for, if theſe be underſtood, we ſhall have a key to unlock, 
not only the myſteries of the eleventh chapter, but of many others 
which follow. Chap. xii. g. And there appeared another wonder in 
heaven, and behold a great red dragon, having ſeven heads and ten 
horns, and ſeven crowns upon his heads, And his tait drew the third 
part of the ftars of heaven, and did caſt them to tlie earth, &c. Moſt 
| of the authors whom I have conſulted, though they allow this 
chapter to contain a repreſentation of the perſecutions of Pagan 
Rome, yet have ſtrangely ſpiritualized this dragon, ſo that whilſt _ 
we are cautioned of our danger from inviſible 77 the true ob- 
ject is forgotten, and we beat the „ 
I There can be no doubt, but the devil is a principal matt in all 
1 tyrannies, eccleſiaſtical and civil; but what i is here repreſented by _ 
the moſt terrific imagery, appears to be no other than that cruel 
civil. tyramy of the Romans, which caſt down all the powers, : 
and ſwept away all the remains of liberty, in Europe, the then ſup- 
8 poſed third part of the world; and which, while the imperial 
head remained in full power, .perſccuted with unrelenting cruelty 
| | the 


* 
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5 the church 6f Chriſt in its infancy z and under alt the deſpotifins 
which have ariſen from it, has, more or leſs, continued to oppoſe 
the kingdom of Chriſt, If we compare what is ſaid of the dra- 
gon in this book with Pla. IXxiv. 19, 14. Iſa. xxvii. 1. li. 9. Pla. 
1xxxvii. 4. Ixxxix. 10. Ezek. xxix. 2—5, and x&xii. 2. it much 

_ confirms our hypotheſis, The tyranny of Egypt, which opprefſ- WW 
ed and perſecuted the people of Iſrael, was the type of this; 3 
but as this is ſo much more cruel, additional tropes are therefore = 

crowded together, to impreſs us with its enormity ; and it is not | 1 

only the dragon and the ſerpent, but the devil and ſatan. While 
the firſt beaſt in the next chapter is the repreſentation of ecclefeaſ- 

. tical or ſpiritual tyranny, as exerciſed by the antichriftian clergy, 
- this dragon repreſents the civil tyranny exerciſed by the Roman 
Emperors, aud by their ſucceſſors, ſo far as they have been, or are, 
Ayrannic, in the ſeveral kingdoms which have ariſen out of the 
ruins of that empire; and eſpecially by thoſe who are now called 
the Emperors of Germany, who profeſs, more immediately, to ſue- 

© cec the deſpots of ancient Rome. They have the fame origin, 
and their juriſdiction is alike extenſive; and hence they both ap- 

[pear with ſeven heads and ten horas; This dragon, we ſhall 
find, gave to the beaſt his power and his ſeat, and great authority; 
but he fill continued, and although wounded, remains to this 

dey, nor has be ever ceaſed to praftiſe deſtruction. All the world 

| have worſhipped kim that gave power unto the beaſt; yea, fo 
"baſe and ſervile have men been, that they have paid divine ho- 
mage and paſſive obedience to their deſtroyer, and have ſaid, in | 
the fulneſs of their folly, not only of ſpiritual tyranny, Who is 
like unto the beaſt ! but of civil po Hamed ber tho nn the 

dragon! 5 

Chapter the thirteenth, verſe the firſt.” 1 flood — the fand of 
the fea, and faw a beaſt riſe up out of the ſea, having ſeven heads and 
ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name 

of blaſphemy. And the beaſt which I ſaw was like unto @ leopard, and 

tis feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of «a 
lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his ſcat, and great an- 
thority. Having ſaid ſo much concerning the fourth Mt, and the 

. diitle horn, in the viſion of Daniel; and ſeeing that all Proteſtants 
are pretty well agreed that, by this beaſt, the papal power, as ex- 
erciled by the ä of Rome, ſupported by his * and by 

thoſe 
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thoſe princes who have acknowledged his jurifdiion, is intended, 
the lefs need be laid in explaining theſe verſes, © As the great red 
dragon was the civil power of Rome, exerciſed by the Emperors 
and their agents, fo chis is the Roman 1ceelfeatical' tyranny, exer- 
_ ciſed*by'the pope and untiehriſtian clergy, who have converted 
che heneyolent religion of Jeſus into a fyſtem of traffic and Per- 
fecution, and, as has been obſerved, is the ſame with tlie little 
horn in Daniel the ſeventh,” Its rifing out of the ſea may refer to 
| thoſe commotions of nations which very much favoured the rifly 
of the papal tyranny.” The even heads were not only the end 
blems of the ſeven hills on which Rome was built (chap. xvii. 9, 
20.) but aiſd of the ſeven forms of government to which Rome 
| Had been, and was to be, ſilbjeRt. Five were already fallen, when 
John ſaw the viſion, {chap. xvii. 10. N viz. thoſe by kings, confuls, 
diflators, decemoirs, and military tribunes with conſular authority. 
Tho imperial then prevailed, and the papal was to follow. The 
ten horns are the ten kingdoms and ftates crowned with ſovereign 
authority, of which we have already had occaſion to fpeak,—To 
chis beaſt the dragon gave his power and his feat, and great authos 
nity ; that i is, it was by the affiftance of the emperors, by virtue of : 
laws and grants ifuing from them, that the biſhops of Rome and 
the clergy arrived at their great power. And, by the ſcat of the 
imperial government being removed from Rome, firſt by Conta. 


tine to Byzantium ( Conftantinoptc }, and afterwards. into France by 


| Charlemagne, from whence it paſſed into Germany, the popes became 
poſſeſſed of Rome, the old ſeat of the imperial government. 


Ver. g—10. And I ſaw one of his heads, as it were wounded e $5 


death; and his deadly wound was healed : and all the world wondered 
after the beaſt. * And they worſhipped the dragon which gave power- 
unto the beaſt, ſaying, Who is like unto the beaſt # Who is able to make 
war with him? And there avas given unto him a mouth ſpeaking 
great things, and blaſphemies ; and power was given unto him to con- 
tinue forty and two months, And he opened his mouth in blaſphemy 
againſt God, to blaſpheme tis name, and his tabernacle, and them that 
dwell in heaven. And it was given unto him ta make war with the 
faints, and overcome them, and power was given him over all kindre Ir, 
and tongues, and nations. And all that dwell on the carth fall wor. 
muh him, whoſe names are not written in the book of © life of the Lamb 
ain from the foundation of the world, i any man have an ear let 

el 43 "Ty Ss, : 2 him 
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him: hear. He that leadeth into captivity, ſhall go into coptivity2 the 
that killeth with the ſword. muſt be killed with. he JO n N 
the patience aud the faith of the ſaint. 
The wound which was given to one of the bead: of this. heaft, 
ſome have interpreted to be that which the papacy received at the 
Reformation in the ſixteenth century ; but this wounding appears 
to refer not to papal Rome, but to the wound which imperiab 
Rome received, when it was no longer the feat of government, 
but became ſubje& to the Exarchate of Ravenna. But though it 
was thus forſaken by the imperial court, and loſt its civil pre-emi- 
nence, yet it ſoon became again the miſtreſs of the world, by aſ- 
ſaming a ſpiritual dominion, in lieu of the temporal one it had 
loſt, and which alteration did not a little aſtoniſh mankind ;; but 
who, inſtead of reſiſting the arrogant claims and profane preten- 
fions of this new power, did not only tamely obey thoſe laws of 
the empsrors, which ſet the biſhop of Rome above all human ju- 
riſdictiom but they entered moſt heartily into all the new ſuper- 
ſtitions and idolatries of this novel tyranny, Nor was this papal 
beaſt backward in exerting the power which he had acquired from 
the. liberality of the imperial dragon, but quickly enjoined all 
ſorts of abominations, and enforced acquieſcence, on pain of death, 
with all his profane and blaſphemous pretenſions. Thus encou- 
raged, he went on in his impious career, enjoining not only the 
worſhip of ſaints and angels, but of images and relics, teaching 
that he was God's vicegerent and Chriſt's vicar on earth; and 
that, as ſuch, he had power to grant indulgences, and to pardon 
ns ; and thus, by theſe, and a great many other abominable dog- 
mas; he blaſphemed and ſcandalized the perfectious, prerogatives, 
and laws of God: and diſhonoured the memory of them that 
dwell in heaven; as if they approved of ſuch wicked idolatry and 
prieſtly craft. —And not only was this eccleſiaſtical power exer- 
ciſed at Rome, but over, diſtant aud numerous nations, and great | 
has been the ſlaughter which he has made among thoſe, who, in 
reſpe& to the divine authority, and the rights of conſcience, have 
rejected his abominable errors, and reſiſted his arrogant pretenſions. 
Ihe time of the prevalence and proſperity of this corrupt and 
ſavage tyranny ſhall be forty and two months of years, or 1260 beg 
reckoning, agreeable to the prophetic ſtyle, a year for a day ; 
the end of which period, though e ſupported by a —— | 
(ſimilar 


* * 
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* 
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ſimilar to his own, neee e 


|; de he ſhall find no\merey; © 


Ver. 11. And I beheld another bea coma uþ out of the er, 
and he had two horns like a lamb, and he” ſpake ar a dragon. And 
c exerciſeth all * the power of the firſt beaft before him, and cauſeth 
the earth, and them which dwell therein, to worſhip the firſt beaſt, &c. 
Dr. Doddridge, in his notes on this paſſage; obſerves, « As I look 
upon the former to be the papal power, I am ready, with the beſt 
critics I know, to interpret this of the religious orders of the church 


cox Rome. This: beaſt is ſaid to aſcend from the earth, whereas 


the other aſcended from the ſea, to make the diſtinction between 
them the more remarkable : but what other myſtery may be fag- . 
geſted, I cannot 'conjefture.” Dr. Goodwin” underſtands by the 
firſt beaſt the temporal power which the Pope has received from 
the kings offfthe ten antichriſtian kingdoms ; and by the ſecond 
. beaſt the ſpiritual power Which the Pope and his clergy claim of 
binding and looſing, of pardoning ſin, and of curſing men to hell. 
Mr. Lowman ſuppoſes it to repreſent the eccleſiaſtical princes of 
Germany, who have been ſuch great ſupporters of the power'of 
| the firſt beaſt. Moſt agree; that although he is thus repreſetited as 
a diſtinct beaſt, yet he riſes out of the empire of the firſt, and is 
ſabordinate to him. But inferior as I am to theſe learned men, I 
| beg leave to propoſe a conjecture Which I think has more, weitzht 
than at firſt view we may be willing to admit. 29. $424; £40 2 WT 
May we not underſtand by this ſecond beaſt- Lewis x IV ot at 
| leaſt that tyranny which che mur of the Capers have: greif. 


1144 


defiruftion of mapkind 7. "Why. might nat Peri xiv. or che : 
| Capets and their tyranny, be the objects of John's ; viſion, as well 

a8 Alexander or Antiechus: or any other tyrant, - Unt of Daniel's 7 
Read their political hiſtory and private memoirs. It pre · eminence 
in viee, oppreſſion, and murder, entitle to this diſtinction, "who 
ſo abhorrent and vile? Who ſuch enemies to the truth of God, 


and the happineſs of mankind? Their tyranny has been the : 
n . ſcourge 


. 3 „ 

330 IT 922 : e Ns 1 3 N 1 
* « It muſt, in all likelitioal, fignify ſome diſtinet ee ee 
|  Uke nature: and kind with the firit, fupporting and advancing his authority.“ 
| Lowman) p. 136. where may be ſeen tle various opinions on this ſubject. 
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ſcourge of Frances of Europe, andthe world.* What cruchies 
did Lewis XIV. eſpecially perpetrate towards his Proteſtant ſub» 


Jects; and what devaſtation and woe did he ſpread over Europe 
in his cruel Wars! Examine the deſcription. And I beheld ans 


ther, eaſt coming up out of the-carthy, and. he lad two horns like a 


lanb, and de ſpake.as a dragon. John ſaw' the other beaſt, the p- 
pal tyranny, (which. is the uſurpation of, a foreigner,) advance, 
plunging: through. the, waves of that ſea of civil; commotions, and 
religious contentions, which at the time of his rifing agitated: the 
Roman empire, and. what was called the Chriſtian church; but 
this comes up out of the carth,+ it riſes at home, and from circum· 
ſtances ſomewhat more ſettled; and in times not ſo agitated by com—- 
motions. If this be the benſt in chap, xi> 7. which was to aver- 
come and flay the witneſſes, (as. I am thoroughly perſuaded it is) 


| 40 we have a more defcriptive account of his origin. Tie bea 
tohich aſcendetii gut of tue bottomleſs: pit. r ler re areftativr en en 
 nfvgqoy, not which aroſe or did aſcend, but which is rifing. out of 


the abyſs,.as if he were now riſing, or was. juſt now become * N 
fect tyrant when he ſlew the witneſſe s. 
PEPE 


Waere . the th nd fur from 
5 757 7 711 N (213 3380 AN othe 


A 63 ug 3 , 18 


a rad fuch MPRA de. And till within there 
Maſe bee there was not an Englifiman/who did not with this-tyranuy to be 
ae ions 2he\. extths.. Ne, ad pan . 


aooumbered thouſands, of our Ar and countrymen, and contributed ropards 


=. loading us with a debt which makes all the F tion groan, and the conſequences 


of which "cannot be cakuſated. Not the people d France, let us remember, 
but their deſpors, agiinſt vlleſe dppee mont they hu ve lately riſen up, have been 
the authors of all theſe evils. Arid as (eng as the od hem remained, there 
wasn hope of remedy. Ho happyi therefore would it have been for the fur- 
roonding nations, if the people of France had been permitted to ſetile their 
new conſtitution, which promiſed peace and: ſecurity to all their neighbours a0 a8 
well as to themſelves ! ' But for ** erer, of foreign rok, all would now 


148 = 6443's Seas 18. m=_ Gas 3 33 
have been peace. : os 
AT 


+ Perhaps by the arg deaf coming up out of the ſea, nothing more may be 
intended than that foreige juriſaickiar which the papacy was to exerciſe; and by 
the ſecond bea coming up out of the drk, that his tyrbhuny was to bs ddmeftic, | 
and exerciſed rather over his own countiy.than foreign nations. This agrees 
perfectly with the difference n. che papal uſurpations and the tyranny E 


Lewis XIV. 


: 4 
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. bogy <e+ SHe6cl, x2: Tdud dh. " And - 
from whatabog of vice, treachery, and eruelty on the one hand; 
and of ſuperſtition; ſervility, and baſeneſs on the other} did 
French tyranny ariſe! Or; if you pleaſe," from s whirlpool which 
draws intotits vortex, and forallosup Way CO I WING 
cious to ma. "I 7001-61 
Ae danny laws XIV; 25 riſing the French 
monarchy to the pinnacle of its glory. And if pride and ambi- 
tion, perſecution and bloodſhed conſtitute ſupreme glory, he did 
fo, But, the wiſtdom of the world is fooliſineſ with God: O che folly 
and cruelty of men! They create devourers, as if for the pleaſure 
of witneſſing and celebrating their exploits of blood; and even 
think ir ine to n e ee e, e 


devoured? e 
How perfeckty b of the ſecond beaſt 
7 The angel deſcribes him as aſcending out of the abyſs; 
John ſees him rifing out ofthe earth. And what fort of a ſpot m 
we ſuppoſe the theatre of his riſing to be ? The choiceſt ſpot whith 
nature cari furniſh ? Rather, where Behemoth makes His bed, int 
the coverts of the reeds and fens, frem whence Re drags his filthy 
limbs to thi mountains of Sung where alt the bea of the Kell 
; ay. 3 Az. 7 
; — indatios bien; hes Land . e {ahh chit 
the Bourbons, formerly kings of Nabarre only, on the extinction 
of the family of Valois, in 1589, which reigned" over France, were 
become poſſeſſod of botir kingdoms ; and Henry IV.” grandfather of | 
Lewis XIV. in whom the Kingdoms were united; took the titles of 
AGO, ea.” Theſe were his pes homs like 
elaine s N 
And he Jpuke SR 115 une of that religion which 
| teaches tobe meek and harmleſa, preſents art appearance of inno- 
cence, but when he opens his mouth, the accents are thoſe of 3 
dragon, whieh beſpeak him formed for miſchief, and not for the 
| benefit of mankind, All this agtels <xaBy with the French'ty- 
rvanmy, and particularly with Zewis XIV. who was at once a fu- 
perſtitious devotee and a cruel deſpot; who; though ſtyled the 
Moſt Chriftian King, practiſed the enormities of the dragon, W 
wade war with them who * che ane of God, and 
had 


o Job. x, 21. 
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be . Witneſs the Web bt E 
hae harraſſed the Proteſtants; and his attempts to extirpate the Re- 


formed. by the revocation of the Edict of: Nants ; a> perſecution 


more cruel than any fince the days of perſecution commenced. 


See. Claude s Complaints of the Proteſtante. The Edict of  Nants, 


iſſued in 1598, granted to the Proteſtants the free exerciſe of their 
religion; many churches; in every part of. France, and judges of 
their own perſuaſion 3 a free acceſs to all places of honor and dig- 
nity, an hundred places as pledges of their future ſecurity, . and 
Jams to maintain both their miniſters and garriſons. But no 
booner was Leis XIV, arrived to years than he formed the reſolu- 
uon of deſtroying the Proteſtants. Did we not know him to have 
deen a beaſt, we could hardly give credit to the report of the mo- 


tive which puſhed this reſolution into practice. Son after he 
came to the crown,“ ſays Mr. Claude, page 43. there aroſe in 


the kingdom a civil war, which proved ſo ſharp and deſperate, as 
brought the ſtate within à hair's breath of utter ruin. Thoſe of 


the reformed religion fill kept their loyalty ſo inviolable, and ac- 

companied it with ſuch a zeal; and with a fervor ſo extraordinary, 
and ſo ſucceſsful, that the king found himſelf obliged to give pub - 
lic marks of it by a declaration made at St. Germains in the year 
1652. Then, as well at court as in the armies, each ſtrove to pro- 
claim loudeſt the merits. of the Reformed. But, can you believe 


dat there is ſo much depravity in human nature p Their enemies 


faid, 5 If on this occaſion this party, could preſerve the ſtate, 
this ſhews. likewiſe that they could have overthrown it; this party 
muſt therefore by all means be cruſhed.” | Lewis, and the abettors 


pl his tyranny, inſtantly. ſet about it. A thouſand dreadful 


blows,” ſays Mr. Saurin, © were ſtruck at our afflicted churches, 
before that which deſtroyed: them: for our enemies, if I may uſe 
fuch an expreſſion, not content with ſeeing our ruin, endeavoured 
to taſte it.” As ſoon. as the kingdom was ſettled in peace they 
fell upon them, and perſecuted them in every imaginable Way. 
They were excluded from the king's houſehold, —from all employs 
ments of honour and profit, —all the courts: of juſtice, ereted by 
virtue of the Edict of Nauts, were aholiſhed, ſo. that in allirials 
their enemies only were their judges, and in all the courts of juſtice 


* cry Was, 2 6 N e 4 heretick+ ; I have to do with a 


man 


» Claude Comp. &. p. 31. 


 $IG6NS O i THE An i 31 


man of a religion oo e ps hes enen is reſoly * 
ed to extirpate.” Ps ET 2 : 
Orders were printed at ed 955 faſt from 4 50 to all the 
cities and pariſhes of the kingdom, which empowered the paro- 
cChial prieſts, churchwardens, and others, to make an exact i inquiry 
into whatever any of the Reformed might have done or ſaid for 
twenty years paſt, as well on the ſubje& of religion as otherwiſe; _ 
to make information of this before the juſtices of the peace, and 
puniſh them to the utmoſt extremity. Thus the priſons and dum- i 
geons were every where filled with theſe pretended <riminals;_ 
orders were: iſſued, which deprived them in general of all ſorts of 
offices and employments, from the greateſt to tlie ſmalleſt, in the - 
farms and revenues; they were declared incapable of exerciſing 


5 any employ in the cuſtom- houſes, guards, treaſury, or poſt-office, . 


or even to be meſſengers, ſtage-coachmen, or Waggoners. Now a 
college was ſuppreſſed, and then a church ſhut up, and at length 
= they were forbid to-worſhip God in public at all, by the revocation 
of the Edict of Nants in 1683. Now,” ſays Saurin, „ we were 
| baniſhed, then we were forbidden to quit the kingdom, on pain of 
death. Here we ſaw the glorious rewards of thoſe who betrayed 
their religion; and there we beheld thoſe who had the courage to 
confeſs it haled to a dungeon, à ſcaffold, or a galley.” Here, we 
ſaw our perſecutors drawing on a ſledge the dead bodies of thoſe 
who had expired on the rack: there we beheld a falſe friar tor- 
menting a dying man, who was terrified on the one hand with the 
fear of hell if he apoſtatized; and on the other, with the fear f 
leaving his children without bread, if he ſhould continue in the 
faith.” When the arguments of prieſts, and every other mean 
failed, cruel ſoldiers were quartered in their houſes to exert their 
{kill in torments, to compel them to become Catholics. % They _ 
caſt ſome,” ſays Mr. Claude, into large fires, and took them out 
when they were half roaſted ; they hanged others with ropes under 
theirarm-pits, and plunged them ſeveral times into wells, till they 


promiſed to renounce their religion; they tied them like criminals ; 


on the rack, and poured wine with a funnel into their mouths, 
till being intoxicated, they promiled to turn | Catholics, Some 
they flaſhed and cut with pen - knives; ſome they took by the nole, 
with red-hot tongs, and led them up and down the rooms till they 
EIN to turn Catholics, Theſe cruel proceedings made eight 

hundred 
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hundred thouſand perſans quit the kingdam.”.. The FEET which 
lies before me, related by Mr. Bion, chaplain on board the Supurbe 
"Galley in 170g, and who was converted from Papery,'by means of 
the ſcene of ſuffering and patienee, which was exhibited on board 
that veſlel, when eighteen Proteſtants. were baſtinadoed for refu- 
ſing to bo the knee, in honor of the myſteries of the maſs; is too 
excruciating to tell. As alſo the ſufferings of poor M. Marolles, a 
gentleman of virtue, ſenſibility, and eminent piety, condemned to 
ſuffer in the gallies, among the vileſt of felons, and this for no 
crime but what Rate policy made ſuch. This little-ſtory leaves a 
deeper ſtain of haſeneſs upon the character of Zawis.and his court, 
than, perhaps, all their other enormities. It was adding that ſort 
of wanton cruelty to ſtate oppre ſſion, which is peculiarly abhor- 
rent in the eſtimation. of a generous mind. And let us remember 
this ſame ſyſtam af deſpotiſm and perſecution remained till ov er- 
thrown in 78g · Nane of theſe cruehilaws. againſt the Proteſtanty | 
were repealed, nor a particle of arbitrary power ſurrendered. 
Thus, in that ceuntry, from whence. the light of nformation firſt 
iſſued, and here there were more faithful watnefles againft the papal 
apaſtacy than in any other mation of the world; and from whoſe 
number and influence, and the laws in their favour, the old perſe- 
cuting power was greatly reduced; a the ES: _ 
of antichriſt was reſtored, = | 
Ver. 23, 14. And he doth 3 an: 51 that Je made) foe 
come down from heaven on the earth, in the fight of men, and deceiveth 
them that dwell on the earth by the means of thoſe miracles which he had 
power to do in the fight of the b-aft. No one can ſuppoſe that theſe 
are miracles in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word. Nor does the origi- 
nal word Exe, rendered wonders in ver. 13. and miracles in ver. 
14. neceſſarily ſignify thoſe. acts which are ſupernatural. Our 
lexicographers travſlate the word .fignum, miraculum, argumentum, | 
indicium, vexillum, fimulachrum, afign, miracle, argument, &c. And 
the Hebrew word, which in the Greek verſion of the Old Teſta- 
ment is rendered by his, has the ſame ſort of latitude, Though 
this is the word generally uſed to denote proper miracles, yet it is 
as often uſed in other ſenſes. But let it be obſerved, that its mean- 
ing generally includes in it the idea of an argument, that which per- 
ſuades, convinces, brings over to a purpoſe and confirms. In 


* i. 14. it means chat the ſun and moon are to * for the regu- 
lation 
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| Aion of time; in Gen. xvii. 11, and Rom. i. 11. — is 
thus ſpoken' of, though evidently neither a mite no 
but merely a token or memento; in Exod. iii. 19. and in a mul⸗ | 
titude of other places, it means nothing more than a token ot 
evidence; in Ia; viii. 13. and Luke ii.'$4. it means an” 6bj=8 | 
of deriſion; in Jer. x. 2. thoſe comets and meteors and other 
| Phenomena of nature are intended, at which weak and ſuperſti⸗ 
tious minds were terrified ; in Deut. *xviii. 46. it means thoſe 
calamities which ſhould excite aſtoniſhment; and be A eſſon to 
teach men to feat God; in Pa. Ix xiv. 4; it may ſignify the* fand- 
atds of the etiemy; or perhaps thoſe warlike engines with which 
theybattered down, butnt and deſtroyed the ſacred building in 
Ezek. xxxix. 13. this word r means nothing more thin a ſtick or a 
ſtone ſet 6; 5 1 a ee to 4 r. on 6 place where . a dead 
n r <5 ; 5 

It appchts 10 me that this Salate repre elentuilolt of the ex 
ploits of this beaſt, deſigns nothing more than thoſe violent means 
and ſeducing arts which this tyrant (or ſucteſſion bf tyrants) was 
tb uſe, #s fo many arguments, to bring men intò his meaſures; 
and to frightch them” into ſubmiſſion to his inipoſitions. His 
great wonders were his alarming edicts; and the fire which he 
made to che down from heaven. on the earth, in the fight of | 
men, ſignify, in the hieroglyphie and Highly figurative languaga 
of prophecy, the thunder of e&communication which he Tent 
forth againſt thofe ho refuſed to acknowledge his authority in 
teligion, and the war and deſtructiom which he carried on 228k lt 
all thoſe who ſtood out againſt popery ; : pretending (as all "tyrants 
<ver have done) to have authority from Heaven far all theſe abo- 
minations. Every iota of this agrees with the a un Pros 
tenſions of Dewi? XIV: and his fucceſſors. 

Aid he commanded that they fhould make an inidete £ to” the bal. BY 
which kad the would 'by a ſword and din live, l. e. This tyrant 
dauſed a fyſtèm of dominion ver tonlcience, à ſyſtem of perſe- 
cution to be eſtabliſhed, which was the image of the firſt papal 
beaſt ; for although it was not ſo extenſive à tyranny; as that e- 
ereiſed by the Pope, being confitied to one kingdom, yet it was 
the ſimilitude of it. The eccleſiaſtical tyranny now eſtabliſhed; 
gras peculiar; it was at onte independent, ind yet in f. upport of 
the tyratitty of the papal béaſt. In all the eher kingdoms where 
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popery prevails, the ſpiritual power is exerciſed by me Pope; be⸗ | 
reties, as they ære called, are accuſed, tried, and condemned in his 


courts, by virtue of laws iſſuing from him, and by his miniſters. 
The kings are only his executioners. But it became otherwiſe 
in France. Lewis XIV. from the plenitude of his own power, 
iſſued ediQs, erefted courts, and appointed officers for the puniſh- 
ment of his Proteſtant fubje&s. Thus, by virtue of powers de- 
zived from the king, and not from the Pope, the Proteſtants were 


accuſed, purſued, tried, condemned, and executed. This was a 
tyranny perfect in its Rind, and unknown in other coufitries; the 


| Gimilitude of the beaſt which had the wound by a ſword and did 


ve the beaft of Rome. And he had power to give life to the image 
of the beaſt, that the tmage of the beaft frould both ſpeak, and cauſe 
that as many. as would not worſhip the image of the beaſt ſhould be 
killed. He gave new vigour to the dying papacy in France, and 
power to the Popiſh party to iſſue their mandates and command | 


apoftacy, on pain of death. 
„Thus far, I think, the et is 3 Foy allowing Lewis 


XIV. or me F rench tyranny, brought to perfection by him, and 


| ſupported by his ſueceſſors, to be the object of the viſion, it ap- 


pears caly to be underſtood ; but on every other hypotheſis, which 
1 have ſeen, it is encumbered with inexplicable difficulties. Dr. 
Doddridge ſays, What the image of the beaſt 2h, diſtin from 


the beaſt ſelf, I confels. I know not.” 
This part of our Inqui ry, upon which matters "of no ROE im- 


5 Portance are ſaſpended, will, I hope, be attentively conſidered ; 8 


as likewiſe what ſoc ver concerns this fecond beaſt, and the confor- 
mity of the tyrannic proceedings of Lewis and his ſucceſſors, to 
the character and conduct here predicted. The fact here con- 
tended for, being proved, we have a maſter key to unlock the 
greater part of the prophecies before us, particularly that in the 


"eleventh chapter f from ver. 7. And even ſuch le ſtet myſteries ries. ge | 
| thoſe contained i in chap. xvi. 2. where the firſt vial, is poured out 


n two deſcriptions of men; upon them who have. the mark of 
the beaſt, paheſti and upon thoſe who only wor flap of ferverhis 
image, thoſe | Proteſtants a wels 8 to Be . eie len | 

y in France. SIS : 

Aud he cauſed all, both mall. , rick Fo . * nad . 


9 to receive 4 mori in their „ of; in n their 88 and 
that 
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that "no man might buy or fell ſave he he that had the mark * or the 
number of his name. There is certainly a difficulty in ſo under- | 
ſtanding this part of the deſcription, as to give a perſpicuous ex- 
planation. It was intended, that it ſhould be enveloped in con- 
ſiderable obſcurity. I make no great pretenſions to critical acu- 
men, but it appears to me that here are two conditions repreſented. 
| as requiſite to the enjoyment of the loweſt rights of citizens, un- 
Limited ſubmiſſion to the authority of the church, the pope, and 
his clergy; and paſſive obedience to the deſpotiſm of this ſecond 
"beaſt. Where theſe were refuſed, no man might buy or ſell. 
With this deſcription the + cruel laws of Lewis XIV, reſpecting 
the freedom of companies and. handicraft trades, by which the 
Proteſtants were hindered from carning * for their families, 
perfeRily agree. 

To exclude mankind from; any of Gir * rights, for tha 
adherence to matters of cenſcience, and to gratify a party, that 
that party, in return, may ſupport the. views of ambitious men, is 
of the dragon and the beaft ;. but that to pleaſe the prieſthood, and 
ſtrengthen deſpotiſm, a man for being a Proteſtant ſhould be ex- 
cluded from afting as a cuſtom-houſe-officer, a ſtage-coachman, or 
a waggoner, was a moſt wanton exerciſe of antichriſtian power 
indeed; and this was the exact caſe in the matter under conſidera- 
tion, for not only Lewis, but Mazarine, his miniſter, and the other 
petty deſpots about the throne, found their account in theſe pro- 

_ ceedings. In this manner did they get rid of a body of men who 
were dangerous enemies to their ſchemes of ambition. The court 
gratified the prieſts, and, in return, the prieſts ſupported court 
meaſures, and helped Lewis, not only to get rid of theſe friends to 
| liberty and juſtice, but alſo to dings the inne which an 
no poſſeſſed conſiderable power. © © | 
But how ſhall we count the number of the name of the beaſt p 
No 1 mw might oy or JS ren he that” had the _—_— or the name of 


SD 

3 It \ was euflomary to mark flaves and ſoldiers with ſome impreſſion o on the 
hand or forehead, that it might be known to what maſter or commander they 
betonged ; and it was a practice alſo with devout idolaters, to mark themſelves. 
with te ſignature of the god they wosſhipped. The name was ſometimes ex- | 
preſſed by letters, and at others by the number which the numerical letters in 
their name amounted to, as we ſhall ſee in the 28th verſe. To theſe cuſtoms 

there is liess an alluſion. : 


+ Claude's Complaints of the Proteſtants, p. 55. 


86 sens . Tix. rs, 
hath 3 carat t the 3 of the beaft, N it is the aum ; 
| of @ man, and his number is 665. Not to ſpecify particularly what 
others, have faid about this number; there are two ways of calcu: 
lating it which agree with Lewis XIV. as the perſon. in whony the 
4 gn French monarchy became a perfect beaſt. And perhaps the text 
| | ſuggeſts that there ſhould be two, the number of the heaft, and the 


4 | numer ef his name, The numeral letters i in eh name of Lewis, + 
N | | Ken itten in Kin, give 666. Thus; | 
L pus a e 
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| | But it may _ aſked, Why i is the Latin 8 ei to ra: 
ther than either the Hebrew, the Greek, or French? For theſe rea- 
fons. At the time this prediction was given, the Latin was the 
molt general language in the Roman empire; and after the empire 
was divided, it became the univerſal language in the weſtern part, 
| where the ſcene of John's viſion chiefly lay.—It is alſo the lan- 
guage uſed in all the ſerviees of that church which this beaſt was 
+0 ſupport ; and thus the names of the French kings havę been 
written in their communications with the Pape, in e inſcrip- 
tions, and on coins. | 
Although fo much ſtreſs j is not, pie F644 to be laid upon the fol- : . 
lowing way of calculating this number of the ſecgn | 
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it is werth taking notice of; 8 poſſibly the Ho y 
point out that, by a remarkable providence, FI twofold way of 
counting this. number ſhould be afforded, that thus the identity 
of the perſon and tyranny might he more clearly aſcertained. The 
firſt way of calculating aſcertains the name of the man who ſhould 
bring the tyranny to perfettion ; the following, the length of time 
1 
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it Hhould be in perfecting, ſince the anceſtors of that man began, 
it. And on examination we find, that from the time when Hugh 
; Capet ſeized the throne of France, to the time when the French, 

under Lewis XIV. began that carecx of blood, whith, for many 
years, proved ſo calamitous to Europe, and eſpecially to the 
Proteſtants, was exactly 666 years. Hugh Capet ſcized the throne 
in 987, Lewis XIV. came to the throne, on the death of his fa- 
ther, Lewis XIII. in 1643; came to his majority in 1652, and 1 n 
the following year war was made upon Spain. Now he emerges . 
from that beg in which his tyranny had been gendering for 66h 


A 
Thus, {LON other tyrannies may have fome of the featurdy of 


this beaſt, yet that of the Capets only poſſeſſed them all if 
5 I am not deceived, there i is every proof which can be . i 
proof which amounts much nearer to a demonſtration than is uſual 
on ſuch ſubjects, that the French monarchy was the ſecond beaſt 
which came up out of the earth. And though I would guard 
"againſt raſh confidence, I feel a perſuaſion which I cannot. over- 
come, that this is the truth, And if it be, the conſequences wh which 
are united with it are to the laſt degree intereſting, both to the 
church and to mankind at large; and could my feeble voice be 
heard amidſt the din of war, and the noiſe of party contentions, 
I would fay, © Take heed—be wiſe—refrain from theſe men, and 
let them alone ; for if this counſel, or this work, be of men, it, 
Y will come to nought ; but, if it be K God, ye cannot over 
it, leſt haply ye be found to fight againſt God,”® in {truggling to 
| ſupport that which he has decreed to fall. Should it prove ſo, 
however enraged your malice, or however mighty your power, | 
„He will make your wrath to praiſe him, and daſh you to piccey 
as a Potter's veſſel.” Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
Got! Almighty ; juft and true are thy ways All nations fail come 
and 8 before thee, fot thy Judgments « are made manifeſt 4 . r 
2 Aa, v. 39. - 1 FI. ii, lxxvi. . ys | 
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SECOND. INquiey. 


Hane Ae to prove that Lewis xIV. or the 9 | 
ranoy of the Capets, as perfected by that unequalled deſpot, was 
repreſented to John in his viſion of the ſecond beaſt ; the I 


Inquiry reſpetts the {wo witneſſes i in Rev. xi. 


This inquiry involves in it four queſtions. . Who are the 


| an, ? 2. Who is to ſlay them, and where are e dead bo- 


dies to lie unburid ? 3. What length of time is intended by the 
three days and a half, during which their dead bodies are to lie in 
the ſtreet of the great city? 4. What will be the ne heart 
attending their refurrotion ? bh 

. 2. Who are theſe two witneſſes ? Rev. xi. 3. 1 will give pour 
wnto my two witneſſes, and they Mall propheſy a thouſand two hundred 
and threeſcore days clothed in fackeloth, The moſt prevailing opi- 
nion is, that the faithful miniſters of the goſpel, and all thoſe who 
bear teſtimony againſt the errors and uſurpations of antichriſt, are 


| intended, and that the number two is mentioned in alluſion to the | 


law of Moſes, which required two witneſſes, at leaſt, to make a 
teſtimony valid. Biſhop Lloyd ſuppoſes them to be the IWaldenſes 
aud Albigenſes, the early witneſſes in France and its vicinity, againſt 
the corruptions of popery. Dr. More explains it of unpolluted 
prieſts and faithful magiſtrates. But I have long thought that, by 


theſe witneſſes, the ſpirit of prophecy intended the witneſſes for = 


goſpel truth againſt the ſpiritu-l dominations and corrupt errors of 
the. papal apoſtacy ; and all thoſe who bear witneſs for civil liberty 
againſt the tyrannies and oppreſſions of thoſe princes and govern- 
ors, whole paſſions have enſlaved mankind, and deſolated the carth, 
The number of theſe witneſſes has in general been but ſmæll; 
yet, though they have propheſied in ſackcloth, God, in his good 
dence, has always preſerved to-mankind a ſucceſſion of both 
deſcriptions. Even wiſe and good men have not, perhaps, ſuffi- 


ciently conſidexed the worth and importance of the witneſſes of 


the latter deſcription, in fulfilling the great deſigns of God's good- 


neſs towards men; and hence they have almoſt always interpreted 


this prophecy as relating to the fate of religion only; s if the ci- 


Ny + 
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vil and political fate of men, were held in little conſideration by 


the Lord of the whole earth. But can any man ſhew a good rea- 


fon why the Hampdens, Sydneys, Lockes, and Hoadleys, may not be 


conſidered as God's witneſſes in their exertions in the cauſe of civil 
liberty, though it may be eſteemed an inferior capacity, as well as 
thoſe who have been employed in the defence of pure religion only? 


| Boch have renought in the cauſe of eee 
in ſackcloth. 
| If we candidly conſider the 3 the. fourth ous 1 


confirm the foregoing ideas. And although, What is ſaid in the 
fifth and fexth verſes is more obſcure, yet, as far as L can under- 


ſtand them, they are not inapplicable to either of theſe charaſters. 


Ver. 4. Theſe are the two olive trees, and the two candleftacks, ſtanding 
before the God of the whole earth. We have long been uſed to affix 
to theſe two beautiful tropes, olive trees and candlefticks, the idea 
of ſaints but this is by no means eſſential, for they neceſarily 
imply no more than excellence in that character which. is faſtained, 
whether religious or civil. Alluſion is here made to the emblem 


under which Jeſtua and Zerubbabel were repreſented zq the prophet 


Zechariah (chap. iv.11—14.) ; one of whom was employed in ver 
eſtabliſhing, (after the captivity, and in a time of religious and ci» 


vil perſecution) the religious, and the other the civil polity. of the 


Jews. And what have the champions, in all ages, and in all 
countries, who have combated tyrants in the cauſe of liberty and 


_ Juſtice, as well as the advocates for the uncorrupted truth of Jeſus 
deen, but golden candleſticks, whoſe lights have illuminated this 
dark world, and which have at once made conſpicuous, the'rights 


of men and the cnormities of oppreſſora the truth of Jeſus and 


ine impieties of antichriſt? And but for the zeal of both theſe, 


in their different characters, being kept burning, by that oil of 


dene olence towards man, and love to the truth of God's word, 
Which the olive trees repreſent, the earth had been involved in uni- 
_ verlal darkneſs, and the HP of a ABD eg error Res. — N 


2 8 e 


What follows is il more highly e Ver: 358. 6. Ind if 


any man will hurt them, fire Proceedeth out of their mouth, und der 
voureth their enemies, And if any man will hurt them, he muſt in 
this manner be killed. Theſe have power to ſhut heaven, that it rain 


not wake —_ their ren: :.and. one nag over e o turn 


them 
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them t to Bod, and to fmite the east with all Plagues, as often 4 as 2 
will. What is here affirmed, has never been literally fulfilled, not 
1s it likely that it ever will. "There is fome ſimilarity between 
theſe plagues” and thoſe to be inflicted under* the fifſt four vials. 
Rev: xvi; There, on the pouring out of the firſt vial, there fell 4 
grievous fore upon the men who had the mark of the beaſt; and upon 
them who worſhipped his image ; here the witneſſes ſmite the earth 


with. all plagues, —There, on the pouring out of the ſecond and third 


vials; the fea and the rivers becathe blood; * lere, the witneſſes turn 
the waters into blood, and reſtrain the rain bf heaven: Thee, on 
pouring out the fourth vial upon the ſun, men Vere ſcorched. 
with great heat; Here, fire proceeds out of the mouths of the wit- 
neſſes to devour” their enemies: May. not this highly figurative A 
deſeription be made more intelligible thus? The witneſſes for 

religious truth and divil liberty, although they mall defend theif 
cauſe undet great oppreſſions, yet ſuch, under Providence, ſhall 
be the effect of their zeal, eloquence; and exertions, in the cauſe 
of God and man, that they ſhall occaſion great vexations to theif 


enemies, and Kindle a fire, which; in the end; ſhall conſume their 


vppreſſors, and their ſyſtems together. And fath advantages ſhall 
they have, From the ſpirit of their attacks, and the ſucceeding 
providence of God, that from the mode of war which will then 
prevail, fire will ſeem to iſſue from their mouths, and deſtroy their 
oppoſersio Such ſhall be the effects of their arguments and ex- 
ertions on the minds of men, that the political heavens ſhall re- 
fule to yield that rain which uſed to fwell thoſe rivers that fed the 


Fest ſea of oppreſſion. And all the rivers ſhall be dry. Such ſhalt 
| be the po pi of Ons. efforts in the —_ of ae and 
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© In this rifion which John had, we muſt 8 that the parties. | in o their 
conflids paſſed in review before him. As fire-arms were then unknown, it was 
not poſſible tor John, when he ſav a viſion of one of our modern battles, to un- 
derſtaud the principles of what he ſaw, unleſs he was favored with particular | 
inſtruction from the angel; and which, as it was not neceſſary, is not prohable . 


Suppoſe, then, that on the rifing tz ound before him, he ſaw the armies of the 


witneſſes and of theit oppoſers, drawn up in battle array; the witneſſes, of 
courſe, occupying the higheſt ground! in the ſcene, and poſſeſſing moſt of his at- 
rention. Tae 'cpofli Commences, He fees the fire run from column to column 


Along the ranks, and hears the thunder. He beholds the enemy fall, and ihe 


witnefes finliy-trrumphent, In ſuch a'Vifien, the fire would _— to come out. 
Nen . 201 devour their enemies. | 


7 
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juctide hall tubn upbn their ehenics; and render to them accord-' 
ing to · their decdx If ſomething of this 'kind be hot meant by 
theſe powers which are glSeh to the witneſſes, 1 own I am at an 
Kater loſs to coriceive/whar the Holy Spirit intended. 
- But mot only may the Wiekedneſs of the French people, as hs? 
been noticed; he conſidered as an objeetion to their cauſe being of 
Cod, but ſome may ſuppoſe that the calamities which they endure; 
and the diſappointments” which they experience, muſt be looked 
upon 8 a (proof that their riſing againſt their oppreſſors, is not 
the commencement of the teſurreetion of 'the witneſſes, even 
though we ſhould: conſider it as a politiest one. By no means. 
The. gathering of the diſperſed Jews; preparatory to their conber- 
ſtan; is their political reſurreetion ( Eaek. *xx9i3.) and vet we are 
informed by many prophecies, that, after this, they are to endure 
great ſufferings, and by which a great part of them are to periſni, 
both in their May to their own! land; and after their arrival there; 
(EKxek. x. 38. Zech. xii a, 9, Ni. S, 9. xiv: 4, 3, 7.) and it Will! 
not be till the rebels are purged out from among them; nor till 
; Fextremity, that A ee for e 
and:thorough: comwergon. 7 eines 
And wien they. had finifhed- they: tations, 1 a. 
ſand two hundred and threeſoore days are about to draw to à c 
clufon; the beaſt that aſcendethᷣ out of the bottomleſs pit, Rall: male 
war againſt-theni and kill them. Here our ſeconds queſtion prients : 
| itſelf, Who, or What is itz that is ſet forth by this beaſt / 
If the poſition reſpetting the ſetond beaſt in the thinevark 
chapter be made good, 1 anſwer, the French tyranny under Lewis 
XIV. who came up out of the dottomięſt guagmirt: For as the abyſs ' = 
does not neceffarily mean what is commonly underſtood by the — 
bottomleſs pit, hell; (though in a ſenſe, from thence he came, ) there 
appears a peculiar: propriety in thus explaining it: for tzken alto- 
gether, and conſidering that ſome particular pare of the autichrif- 
Nr nnn n e 


Bot the ancichriſtian Ay, or; "what, in the book Te the Lerne, is called. 
the city of Babylon and Babys a Great, we are not a! ways. to underſtand 
osx, , bot the Hen Roby ir thalf antichriſlan tyranny and fy E of cara - 
tion which: has, in different ages, more or lefs, ſpread” itſelf over all Ezvrope. 
Nome is the cester and court, and the ten kingdams,. or A 1 
| coded as the ſtreets of this city. 
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tion of the witnelles, the beaſt "deſcribed in this eleventh chapter, 


| agrees better with the ſecond beaſt in the thirteenth: chapier, than 


with the fire, And let us remember it muſt be one of them, or 


ve create a third beaſt which was not ſhewn to John in any of the 


following:explanatory viſions; and it is not. probable that ſo inte- 


reſtingan object would be preſented in this miniature picture, Which 


is not to be found in any of thofe which are on à larger ſcale- 


Wich Lewis it perfectly agrees. We have heard how he made 


war, both upon the witneſſes for the pure religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 


| and upon thofe for civil liberty toe, and flew them. By his conti- 
nued and multiplied perſecutions and ufurpations, and particularly 


by the revocation of the edict of Nants, he flew the former efpecially, 
but- with .them the greater part of thoſe. of the latter deſcription ; 
for the true friends of religion and of religious liberty, if they know. 
apy thing of their principles, are the firmeſt friends of civil liberty 
alſo-z as that which is moſt intimately connected with the deſigns: 
of Chriſt, and the triumphs of Sas: 8 truth Where with 
Ohriſt hath made us free. 

There is no nation exiſting al firſs 4 la, has. jk) 
ſuch a number of faithful witneſſes againſt papal corruptions and 
tyranniesas France. Ne people have ſo long a liſt of martyrs and 
conſoſſors te ſhew, as the Proteſtants of that country; and there is 

no royal family in Europe which has ſhed, in the ſupport of pope- 
ry, half the blood Which the Capets have ſned. Who deluged the 
earth with the blood of the Waldenſes and Albigenſes, that inhabited. 
the ſeuthern parts of France, aid bore teſtimony againſt the cor- 
ruptions and uſurpations of Rome? — The cruel kings of France, 


"few abeve a million of them. yo ſet om foot, and headed the 


excvutioners of the maſſacre of Bartholomew, whneh: laſted ſeven” 
days, andin; which, ſome ſay, near fifty thouſund Proteſtants were 
murdered in Paris, and twenty-five thouſand more in the provin- 
ces Ihe royal monſters of F rance. A maſſacre this, in which 
neither age nor ſex, nor oven women with child, were ſpared; 
for the butchers had peceived orders to {laughter all, even babes 

* the breaſt, if they belonged to Proteſtants, The king himſelf 
od at at the windows of his palace, endeavouring to ſhoot. thoſe. 


5 who fed, and erying to their purſuers, kill em, fill em. For this 


maſlacre public zejoicings were made at Rome, and in other Catho- 
lie countries. Unnumbered thouſands of Proteſtants were ſlain in 
| 1 VEG $5.4 8 8 4 tha | 
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the civil wars of France, for their attachment to their principles. 
But as if Lewis XIV. had determined to outdo all his predeceſſors 
in perſecution, he perpetrated, by the baſe inſtruments of his def. 
potiſm, all the enormities connected with the revocation of the xdict᷑ 
of Nants, Thoſe who wiſh to (ee a full account of the eruelties * 
this horrid perſecution, a perſecution which did not wholly ceaſe 
till the Revolution in 1789, may conſult Mr. Claude's Complaints of 
the Proteſtants of France, After ſerting forth the unheard-of barba- 
rities which were practiſed previous to the revocation of this edit, 
and enumerating the articles of the edi& which cruſhed the cauſe 
of Proteſtantiſm in that country, he ſays, (p. 114.) © In the execu- 
tion of this edict, in the very ſame day that it was regiſtered and 
publiſhedat Paris, they began to demoliſh the church at Charenton, 
The oldeſt miniſter thereof (Mr. Claude) was commanded to leave 
Paris within four and twenty hours, and forthwith-to quit che 
kingdom. His colleagues were little better treated, they gave them 
forty- eight hours to leave Paris. The reſt of the miniſters were 
allowed fifteen days. But it can hardly be believed to what vex- 
ations and cruelties they were expoſed, they neither permitted them 
to diſpoſe of their eſtates, nor to carry away with them any of their 
moveables. Beſides, they would not give them leave to take along 

_ with them, either father or mother, brother or ſiſter, or any of 
their kindred, though they were many of them infirm, decayed, and 
poor, who could not ſubſiſt but by their means. They went fo far 
as even to deny them their own children, if they were above feven 
years old; 5 nay, ſome they took from them that were under that 
age, and even fuch 86 yet hanged on their mothers breaſts; and re- 
fuſed them nurſes for their new- born infants, which their mothers . 
could not give ſuck to. In ſome frontier places they topped, | 
under various pretences, the baniſhed minifters, and put them in 
- priſon. Then after they had thus detained them, „they would tell 
them, that the fifteen days of the editt were expired, and they could 
not now have liberty to retire, but muſt be ſen to the gallies. 
As to the reſt, whom the force of perſecution and hard ufage - 
conſtrained to leave their houſes and eſtates, and fly the kingdom, 
it is not to be imagined what dangers they expoſed themſelves to. 
Never were orders more ſevere, or more ſtrict than thoſe that were 
given Againſt them. They doubled the guards in ſea· port cities, 


highways and lords; they covered the country with ſoldiers; _ 
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By theſe. meaps they quickly Slled all be prifeys in the — 
for the dread of the dragoons, hp were quartered upom them ta 
oblige chem to embrace popery the horror uf ſosing their on- 
ſciences forced, and their children taken from them, and. of living 
ſor the future in a land where there was neitherjuſtice nor humanity | 
for them ; obliged every one to think of eſcape, and to abandon all 
to fave their perſons. All the poor priſoners have - bean treated 


with unheard of rigor, conkned in dungeons, loaded with heavy 


chains, almpſt ſtarved with hunger, and deprived of all converſe 


but with their perſegutors. They put may into monaſteries, 
where they have experienced the worſt of cnuelties. Some, indeed, 
have been ſo happy as to die in the midſt of their tormonts; but 

ers have at length ſunk under the weight of the temptation : = 
and ſome, again, by the extraordinary aſſiſtance of God's grace, dh = 
Nill ſuſtain it with an heroic counage, This was the Nate of things 
Ip. 122.] in the latter end of the year +685, and the full accom 
pliſhment of the threats the clergy had made us three years before, 

towards the era of their pretended paſtoral letter, in which they = 


ſay, Ye muſt eæhect miſeries incomperably wore dreadful and intolerable, = 


than qll thoſe which hitherto your reuolt and your chm have drewn 
upon you. And truly they have not been worſe than their word.” 
Cruel clergy! are theſe the miniſters of the merciful Jeſus d 
—Fiends from hell! Cruel government! Are theſe the powers 
which are ord:jned of Gods, and which men ag bound to obey. on 
pain of the divine diſpleaſure p- To maistain ſuch a poſition | 
1s 2 ſlander on the jaſtice and goodacls of the Creator. Such po- 
rs. (Rev. 


| xvi. 9, 11, 21.) When this bloody religion, and ſuch inhuman ty. 
rannies fall, and their baſe inſtruments periſh, under the vengeance 


the oppreſſed, is it any wonder that the angels ſhout, Thou art 

nghtcous, O Lord they have ed the blood of ſaints and prophets, and 
thou haft given them, blood to drink, for they are worthy ? Shall not 
God take vengeance ?s He lurcly will. He hath promiſed that he 
will. The falle friends of C riſtianit „ and. all the ene - 
ranny will howl and cry, Alas! alas! that great city; But God 


- will y, e over N bay heaven r #4 es 7 
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ot dogs mot this-peifeR/the beaftly charifier 6F- Lewis? He 
| — — — | 

 . France, by taking from the Parliatnonts all their remaining po- 
er, and from France every ſhallow of freedom. Their ancient 
cConſtitution had been long impairing. Tt was'undermined by the 
_grafty Leis XI. and had been nearly ſwept away by the daririg 
and ſanguinary councils of Richelieu, under + Lewis XIII. Tue 
' aſſembly of the ſtates had been diſuſed ever fitice'the beginting df 
this monarch's reign; The laſt time of its meeting was in the year 
2614. But all oivil liberty did not then expire. Its complete 
extinction was left for this tyrant. For heretofore,” fays 'Pifth- 
dorf, in the ſtyle of a court fygophant, * the Parliament of Paris 
uſed to appole the king's 'defigns, under a pretence that they had 
| ſuch a right, That the king could not do any thing af mometit 
without its conſent. But the king has' tavght it only to ititermed- 
dle with judicial buſineſs, and ſome other concerns, which the WERE 

now and then is pleaſed to leave to its deciſion.“ » 

Thus periſhed liberty, thus periſhed'the renowned bsc of 
France, whoſe faithfulneſs will be had in everlaſting remembrance, . 
and - whole ſufferings will be ayenged in the downfal of that ty- 
many which inſſißted them, For though their dead bodies Yall tie 
in the freet of the great city, of "myſtical Babylon, which ſpiritually / 

2s called, on account of its lewdneſs and perſecutions, Soubm and 
2 Tpi, where alſo our Lord, i in his members, was crucified ; (ver. 8.) 
| ang thought ths 20977 _ . and N and nations, fee 
7 | their | 
ry Thus dia this tyrant . eftablics a perfect dtfporiſm, and fend his days to 
the time of the reyolution in 1739, the people were-ftrangers, to both. civil and 5 
religious liberty. It is true that perſegution and violence have not continued 
ever fince. te rage in the ſame degree. If they had, that kingdom muſt have 
been depopulated, and not an object left to be tyrannized over; and not only thac 
country laid waſte, but all the acceflible world. The ſame ſyſtem of oppreſſion 
was: purſued, though not always to the ſame length; the ſame tyrannjc-laws 
continued in force, and were exerciſed whenever the king or his courtiers con- 
ceived it neceſſary for the promotion. of their meaſures. The late þaniſhments 
and imprifouments of the members of the Parliament of Haris, for refuſing to 
regiſter thoſe laan: (becauſe they thought them oppreffire to the people) which 
the court demanded, are in every one's. memory. | And though ſome, to anfwer 
their own unworthy purpoſes, may endeavour: to perſuade us to the contrary, 


4 yet, to the difintereſted and diſpaſſionate, theſe  tyrannic proceedings appear 


manifeſtly to haye ERA INS which haſtened the Re _ 3 
| * | | 
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rn days and a half, and ſhall not ſuffer then to be 
Put into graves ;.(ver. 9.) though few or none of the nations will, 
comparatively,+ have any pity on them, to yield them aſſiſtance, 
or to do for them any office of humanity, but may even rejoice 
ver them, (many of them at leaſt) and make merry, and ſend gifts 
ene to another, becauſe theſe two prophets who tormented them, are ſlain ; 
(ver. 10% though, inſtead of aſſiſting them, they may wiſh their 
_ . everlaſting; extinction, or gxett themſelves ever ſo much againſt 
them—when the days are fulfilled, they ſhall awake in their chil- 
dren and ſucceſſors, and ſhake and overturn, from its deepeſt found- 
| ations, i the tyranny which flew them. And after three days and 4 
half, the ſpirit of tife from God entered into them, (ver. 11.) 
Here the Aird queſtion preſents itſelf. What duration of teme 
ere we lo underfland by theſe three days and a half “. £26] 
Before 1 offer my interpretation of this number, there is one 
conſideration which claims our attention. On à careful examina- 
tion, we ſhall find in all the predictions of the prophets, that al- 


though they give us aſſurance of the facts, yet the time of their 
accompliſhment is left in a ſtate of uncertainty. And even where 
dates are fixed, as in the predictions reſpecting the return of the 
Jews from es after * years en and the Wand 
| 4 WE of > 

4 This indifference is . the eee ine K's 
Proteſtants of France, who cou:d eſcape from their country, iound in the neigh- 
bouring ftates and kingdems; for whatever ſympathy individuals might feel, ang 
alt true Chriſſlans certainly felt, and though, for the fake of their manufaRuries, 
property, increaſe of population, and in pity for their ſufferings, they received 
and. encouraged them, yet what nation ever armed in their defence, or even 
moved a finger, comparatively, for the relief of all the thouſands, who were 
n | unarmed, and then offered the mark of the beaft, or baniſhment, the gallies, 
the dungeon, the rack, and death? What Proteftant-nation did any thing worth 
calling an exertion in favor of all the thouſands and hundreds of theuſands who 
were hunted, like wild beafts, by popiſh prieſts and their blood hounds; and 
driven from their country, or murdered, —of all the thouſands and tens of thou. 
ſands, who, for a good conſcience, were torn from their ſamilies, immured in 
dungeons, condemned to the gallies, or delivered over to the infolence and cru- 
elty of the dragoons?—Not one! When en opportunity offered for doing fome- 
thing for them, at the peace of Ryſwick, in 1697, and again of Utrecht in 1923, 
ar which time four hundred were fill groaning on board the gallies, or periming 

in dungeons, there was got one ſtipulation in their favor But the fall of that 

tyranny which inflied theſe enormities, produces a ſhock which i is felt from one 
end of the earth to the other, * is this? * * Hs, 


what t. the face of liber: 7 ? 


- 


stens or ' THE TIE... of 
of the' Meſſiah after 70 weeks, or 490 years ; yet the commence.” 
mant of theſe periods, or the mode of calculation, is involved in 
obſcurity, till light is thrown upon them by the event, It never 
was intended that men ſhould know with certainty when any fu- 
ture event is to take place, and this for an' obvious reaſon. © The 
prophecies, we ſhould remember, were deſigned not to gratify our 
curiofity, but to confirm our faith in the truth of the divine wotd, 
| by their accompliſhment.* And henee the neeeſſity that theſe three | 
days and a half ſhould have a different meaning from the common 
prophetic days, that thus the time might not fo cafily be aſcertain · 
ed, till the accompliſhment ſhould lead mem to their true intention. 
Were the prophecies ſo elear that every one could preciſely know © 
the circumſtances,” and the time to which they refer, hindrances, | 
if we may ſpeak thus, would be thrown in the way of God's de- 
Ggns, and, in many cafes, a check would be given to the neceſſary 5 
exertions and purſuits of men. All the latter part of the laſt 
century, thinking people of all countries were expecting the ac 
compliſnment of the 1260 years, (the time of the beaſt's power.) 
On the revocation of the edi of Nents, the b. Proteſtant 
world, and eſpecially the poor afflicted French, of opi- 
nion, that the unequalled perſecutions whit 2 endured 
were the ſlaying of the witneſſes, -and they were on tip-toe look 
ing for the end of the three days and a half. + What is here lack 
down, particularly, that the days hete ſhould have a different 
meaning from thoſe other days in this book, being granted, (as ' 
think it muſt). let us proceed to ſeek am anſwer to this very inte- 
reſting queſtion ; What 1. oa time is e e three 285 
and a half ? r 20.08 * 
My anſwer” is, that deyr in*this * e are the ſame with 
months in the ad verle, or, if you pleaſe, lunar days, reckoning, as 
the Jews 44. RY LOOP, to a * ad, as is the method in cal-, : 
One of them, Pace Sabin ou; — from what" tas God ſhall 
pleaſe to begin the reckoning of the three years and & haf. Not but that 1 
ſtrongly hoe, thut God intends to begin it at the time of the revocation of the” 
elit of Nants, but this does not riſe to a full aſſura ace. No, it did not comport 


v th the defigns of Gody that any man ſhould certainly know before the accom 
. plithment. - 7 . 


+ See Biſhop Nerron on the Prophecies, ia nm, 


# 
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48 stens o Tun Trins, 
culating the, above forty-two-months, o make them eme 
2860 days, in verſe the third. - 

. Tharty, multiplicd by tire, adding Less for the halfiday, RIO | 
205 When this way of ' reckoning | firſt occurred to my mind I. 
had no idea. of the events which this number connected 3 for- I: 
did not recollect the year when the edit of | Nants was revoked. 
But looking over Quick's Synodicon I found: it to be October 18 
1688, to which if 105 be added, id brings us to 299 take off a 
few. months (if that ſhould be thought neceſſary) for therevent 
tak ing place before . the half day is quite expired, and it brings 
us. to 2789 When the witneſſes: Were te be quickened. Whether 
this may, ſtrike. others · as it-ſtruck; me hen · I firſt obſerved tho 
coincidence, E cannot tell; but, from this agreement of the num. 


| ber 105 · with the time which-clapſed between: one of -the-greate(t; 


perſecutions that was ever experienced by Chriſtians, and this 
wonderful revolution Which has taken place, a thouſand ideas 
ruſhed upon my mind. Is it probable, is ãt poſſible, that this can 
be the quickeningiof the witneſſes ; - What:! the olive trees ? the 
eanſetichs? Lhave dns eee ſaints! + Aua 


TS 


66 — days ynd 2 half are to be reckoned as: 
wexeckon the time, and times, and half 2 time; (chap. xiii 14.) taking them for / 


— 


5 Jewiſh years. (360 days) and then reckoning the days, for years, i. e. 1260 Years. . | 
But tl this is ſubverſive of a that is ſaid from the ſeyemh verſe and on; it makes 
tze whole duration of their propheſying che ſame with their finiſhing | it. Ie 


idea of haar der, or months, ſcems a vaſt deal more feafible. i 

- Originally, the Jews meaſured their months by the ſur, and then ee} dis 
confifted of thirty days. - But after they came out of Egypt, they meaſured them 
by the courſe of the m, and then the firſt was of thirty days, the dext-of tea 
ry*nine, and ſo alternately; that which had thirty days was called à complete 


mon b. and that which had but twenty-nine an incomplete month. From change. 
to change are 29 days, 12 hours, and 44 minutes. And it may not be amiſs to 5 


recellect, that one lunar month is the length of the moon's day, for the turns 
round Her axis exactly in the time that ſhe goes round the earth. 
not to: deſerve the honorable title of witneſſes; but was there ever a cauſe, 


dotre ver good, which agitated a nation, in which ſome bad characters did not 


miugle with the excellent? A mixture of good and evil ſeems inſeparable from 
be preſent ſtate of things. And let it he recollected, that as God in his p1ovi-- 
dence may employ even tad men in a good work, eſpeciaily if, to eſſect the good 7 


it ſhould be neceſſary to uſe them as inſtruments to inflict the di vine judgments, 


as is to de the caſe when papal tyrannies periſh z fo alſo, for the part which they 
act 


stens or EETY TIMES. _ 
"Fae can that al wa hath fired Frenchmen, to, corgbat — civil and 
RENE "liberty, be the fpirit of life from God?. "8 Is this reſur- 
rection, i in the viſion, the ring to this civil and religions liberty, 


Previous. to better . 7—1 will do all that 1 can to MEE; the 


truth. RET ot os 
But i it may 'poMMbly } ba alked, 5 . days uſcd 3 in this feats; in any 
other place of the holy ſcriptures ? If not, this i is 3 reaſon, for 
| rejeftin ing this. mode of calculation.——Cauld \ we adduce ; a : paſlage 
Uirefily to the point, it would certainly ſtrengthen the hypotheſis 
very much ; but though... we, may, 2 not be able to do this, All that 
can be argued. from the failure | is, that it weakens, but. not that it 
"ge aefiroys the whole probability « or the. truth of the conjeRure. * 
All allow, that the language of 't theſe kinds of , prophecies.is very 
enigmatical, and that days, in ſcripture, are, often of A very inde- 
terminate ignification. But let us ima 175 PH nilar. caſe, Sup- 
e on the appearance © of our 2 —5 had aid to his neigh- 


bour, 1 chink that by. the levent) a 5 ke Daniel. (chap, ix. | 


D we are to underſtanc leventy \ weeks of I ſ(ſeventy 
times ſeven) « or four hundred and ninety : years, 2nd that they are 
now about to be accomp lithed; and hence it deſerves. nen 
whether this Jelus be not the en It might have been ob- 


6 „ $4.3 


: jefied, « Rui 5 in our ſacred ba pe does a.week (y Ar) 


in tend Leven years ? 


ut though this be che caſe, 


yet as this manner of reckoning ſeems t to be quite conſiſtent with 
the eniginatical 1 5 of ; 1 the 88. 5 Ries at 


ESE "4 144 $f . f 8 bs 25 2 
2 . the 2 of God, and tian THe: mordt chaxadter, they 
may be diftinguifhed by an | honorable title, Lil like this of wieneſſes. | er ah Foot idol” 


S>&.4.3 


bel i, (in. xlr. 3. 3 and Gras, their "leader, is 
title which is one of che chief diftinRions of the Bok of — — 2 his 


| car or Anointed. (16. xlv. 1.) The great and leading principles for which the 
French teformers have borne wirueſs, the,principles of civil and «<ligiaus liberty, 


are no novel noſirums of philoſophers, | but ſuch as wege coc val with mag na; 


; ture, and which have been long recognized. in this country, and what makes our 


ha, py 7 conftiturion the boaſt of Engliſhmen, and which, it is to be hoped, "they 
will ne rer ceaſe to cheriſh. . 


- * I-fnd that I am nor the firſt who'has ſuppoſed thet aw; in ages lan- 


guage of the prophets, may mean a month, as welt as a year. See Polli Hub. Dun. 
viii. 14. Per dies 2300 intelligit ntenſes totidem, qui oonſtituunt 18 an⁰ο 
Principio Regni Gtzcorum uſque ad Antiochum. Saad, in Milletur. 
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is applicable to fooen of years, as well as to even of days but, a 
che venerable Mede ſays, (p. 599 of his works) © The queſtion 


lies not in the etymology, but the uſe, where yay always fignt- 


ges ſeven of days, and never ſeven of years ; whereſoever it 1s ab- 


ſolutely put, it means of days, is no where uſed of years. Gen. 


xxix. 27. The week which Laban would have Jacob fulfil before 


ne gave him Rachel, was not the feven years ſervice, but the ſeven 


days of Leah's wedding feaſt, as the Targum tranſlates, and the 
Vulgar, Imple hebdomadam dierum hujus copulæ, nor can it be other- 
wiſe, by the age of Rachel's children.? 

Many have taken it for granted, that that general expeRation 


of the Meſſiah's ſpeedy coming, which prevailed among the Jews, 


about the time of our Lord's appearance, originated from their 
interpretation of theſe weeks of Daniel. But this appears to be 


taken for granted without proof. It is more likely that their ex- 


pektatidn aroſe from a tradition of a prophecy of Elias, which i is 
well known to have been generally received among them, viz. 
that the world was to ſtand feven thouſand years, two thouſand 
without the law, two thouſand under the law, two thouſand under 
the MeMiah, and that then was to follow the ſabbatical thouſand ; 
as alſo from the viſit of the wiſe men from the eaſt ; the teſtimo- 
nies of Simeon arid Anna, and the miniſtry of John the Baptiſt, 


- whom all the people took for a prophet. I can no where find 


that the Jews ever reckoned theſe weeks as ſeven of years, The 
objeRtion then would have been as valid i in the ſuppoſed caſc, as 
it is here reſpecting lunar days, But whatever the reader s opinion 
may be -reſpeRing theſe days, or the two witneſſes and the time of 
their being flain, I hope he will remember that this does not at 
all affect our main argument reſpecting the ſecond. beaſt being the 
ty ranny of the Lewises, and the French revolution being the pre- 
lude to the uſhering i in of the third woe, the calamities which are 
to bring to an end all the tyrannies of * en both * and 


eccleſaſtical. 
Wie have * data bn thy e come, and is | there any 


probability that the preludes to it are arrived, the * earthquakes 


which ſhake the N of che world, the e kigns in heaven above, 


and 


. Every one that is acquainted Ein prophetic language knows that theſe are 


eoracivs repreſentations of commetions in nations, and of the fall of pridees 


and great 258255 4s us n been obſerved. 
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| and on the earth beneath; the darkening of the fun and moon, 
and the falling of the ſtars from heaven? And ſhall we he un- 
concerned about the ſigns of the times? It is deſerving. the moſt 
ſerious examination, whether the revolution i in France be nat the 


beginning of the fulfilment of this prophecy. I ſay beginning, | 


for according to the prophecies, if this be the event pointed out 
by the reſurrection of the witneſſes, we have as yet ſeen but the 


dawn of what is to come, nor ſhall we. perhaps for ſome time, 


Black and conflifing clouds will darken the hemiſphere and ob- 


_ ſcure our proſpett; but they will ſpend themſelves and vaniſh- 
But were we ſure that this event is what we conjeQure, yet no 
man could ſay how long it would be before the ſpirit of life from 
God would, by thoſe more excellent operations, and in that larger 
degree, which we look for, enter into the witneſſes for gaſpel truth: 
for, they may be quickened with political life, and yet remain ſame 
time with a ſmall ſhare of ſpiritual fe. But | 

Here the fourth queſtion, which this Inquiry about the witneſſes 


| fuggeſts, ariſes, What are to be the conſeguences of their Eſurrection £ 


Although a general idea may be formed of that which is to cake 
place, yet it does not appear poſſible to mark out with certainty, 
what relates to future events, wrapt up in figures like thaſe which 


follow in this book. But we may conjecture: our part is to com- - 


pare thoſe events which have, taken place with the prediftions, 
and judge how far the prophecies are fulfilled, and nat pry into 


futurity with an over · anxious curioſity, 
Ver. 11. And after three days and a half the ſpirit of life from God 


entered into them, When their enemies thought them periſhed for 


n a upexaiapled zeal 
| 1 82 ET IR for 


= Thus.it-is-to be with the * for me e ne 8 4 
| anodes the great body of them will remain wicked, and therefore * 


the heavy judgments of God. Ezek. XX. 3338. 


+ The expreffions, The ſpirit of life from God, and a great iet from heaven, 
ar are Jewiſh phraſes ; for when that people would repreſent any thing as very 

great, or out of the common way, they ſaid it was from the Lord, and from bes- 
ven, 29, ah evil ſpirit from the Lord troubled him, i. e, a very evil ſpirit. The 


rect of the Lord are falt of Jap, i. e. the immenſely large cedars of Lebanon, 
m art e heaven! i. e, 9 a I of e 8nd goes 
_ 3 ns * | | 
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for liberty and f truth, ſadden}y aQuated them. And they ſtood 
upon their Feet, and great fear fell upon | them that ſaw them. 414 . 


they heard a great voice from heaven, ſaying 1 unto them, come up | hither. 


The ſupreme power, by aboliſhing the laws under which they ſuf- 
fered political death, invited them to quit their ſtate of bondage, 
and aſſume equal liberty with their fellows. And they aſcended up 
to heaven—to'a more dignified ſtate. And their enemies beheld them. 
—Their old oppreſſors, and their abettors, contemplated i the chan vgs 
Which was taking place, both with aſtoniſbment and malice. 

Ver. 12. And the ſame hour there Was a great earthquake, and a a 
tenth part of the city fell. —Inſtantly, on theſe witneſſes for civil 
and religious liberty being ſtirred up, as by a ſupernatural impulſe 

on their minds, to claim and vindicate their impreſcriptible rights, 

wy monarchy, which was one of the ten horns of the papal beaſt, 
(and the tenth, as it Was that which roſe laſt) or one of the ten 
ſtreets of the antichriſtian « city, * was ſo agitated by the conflict 
between the witneſſes for liberty and the ſupporters of deſpotifm, 
that it "fell, and its abominable oppre ons iſſued i in its utter ruin; 
and that as in one hour, | The progreſs of liberty, i in the deſtructiòn 
of eſtabliſhed tyrannies, is generally flow ; and that Which was 
ages in erekting, f is ages alſo in pulling. down; but, the change of 
things here, is not according to the common ceurſe of events; ; 
the witneſſes awake, the N COMMENCES, and the tyranny falls, 
as in one hour, „ 

And in the earthquake were flain of men feen thou End, Thus it 
is in our tranſlation, but in the original it is, There were ſlain 
* n {+ even 


7 


1 1 : 4 * | . 4 
1 Although the French W are Ang by an isles zeal for civil and 


religious liberty, yet their character ſeems very far from agreeing with what 
- we expect from the witneſſes for goſpel truth. In the things of religion they 


appear to be no farther enlightened at preſent; than to fee the rights of 'conſci- 
ence, and the abſurdities and cruel. cppreſſions of the papal ſyſtem. This is 
certainly an important part of truth, and whit promiſes to pave the way for” | 
the triumphs of pure religion and perhaps, confidering the greatneſs of that 


| darknef, emerged from, it may be as much as could rationally be ex bected at 


tte beginding bf ſuch a reformation, ' But of true ' godlinefs there appears but 
little at preſent ; z and it is to be feared that they, as well as moſt other nations, ; 
muft endure great ſifferings before we ſhall ſee that repentance 3 muſt bre: 
ce de the happy days promiſed in God's word. ; 


& 


* foes Ts Newton, 585 Goodwin, _— Toe, on un gaht 
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even thouſand names of men. +. The violence of war uſed to be di 
refted againſt t the, perſons of men, but now againſt their names. 
Thoſe titles and privileges, under the ſhield of which they have 
been wont to commit, with i impunity, ſo many crue] opprefſions. 
Aud the remnant gaye glory to the God of heaven. After a violent 
conflict, for ſome time, between the witneſſes and their oppoſers, 
the former prevailed, and thoſe who had been rather ſpeRators of 
the conteſt, than actors i in it, united themſelves to their cauſe; and 
thus, though, at leaſt, many of them might not be actuated by cheſo 
views, they glorified God in promoting | his grand and good deſigns 
in this change of things which he was now effecting, in the over- 
throw of antichriſtian deſpotiſm and perſecution. Ve can diſtern 
the face of the ſiy, but can ye not difcern the ſigns of the times 2.4 Why 
even of your felves Judge ye not what is right? & Ah] the anſwer to 


this queſtion i is too obvious, —The Lord forgive them, who, to pro 


mote their own deſigns, have blinded your eyes and perverted your 
dgment! In doing this they have. But, the Lord reigneth, 

1 the earth rejoice, Clouds and darkneſs are round about Aim but 

righteouſneſs and | judgment are the habitation of his throne. || 

Ver. 14. The ſecond woe ig paſt, and bclold the third mos 
quickly. The two former woes reſpecting the Saracens and Turks, 
Which are denominated woes on account of the terrible calamities + 
which they occaſioned to mankind, being now paſſed by, and this | 
interna] commotion, in the country where the witneſſes firſt begin 
to ariſe, being pretty well ſettled, behold a ate of things follows 
| which introduces a ſcene replete with woe, 

Ver. 1 5. Behold the third woe cometh quickly, And the ſeventh angel 
four nded, and there were great v voices in heaven, ſaying, the kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of the Lord, and of has Chrift, and he fhall 
reign for ever and ever, We are not to underſtand by this, that, on. 
the ſounding of the ſeventh trumpet, 1 the kingdom of righteouſneſs, 
h peace, and univerſal happineſs i is inſtantly to commence; but that. 
that great ſcene now opens which is to prepare the way for i it. 
The eighteenth verſe 1 us to interpret it thus: The nations were, | 


ang, 


t By re * we are not to ſuppoſe, that ena this number is to pe- 
rim. By a common figure of ſpeech, it is a certain number for an uncertain., 
Or, as a perfect number, * may iatend all, 1. . al the. titles of men in chat 
Country. : 


* A : 
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4. and ly wrath' 25 come, and the time of the dead that they ſhould 
be Judged: the time When chou wilt avenge the blood which tyrants 
have ſhed, and deftroy them which have deſtroyed the earth, The na- 
tions will bc enraged at this change of things, and unite to oppoſe 
it, and great woes are to follow; woes which all deſcriptions of 
men, it is likely, will feel, that they may be brought to repentance. ; - 
but which will, in their iſſue, fall chiefly upon the heads of anti- 


chriſtian oppreflors, | the upholders of the papacy. Now the angels 7 


begin to pour out the vials of the wrath of God; for, as we have | 
already obſerved, this chapter contains a complicated viſion of a 
long courſe of events, in miniature, which 3s afterwards iNuſtrated a 
by ſeveral diſtin& viſions on a larger ſcale, | | 
But before we enter upon the conſideration of the vials, permis I 
me to adduce ſome authorities, which, eſpecially if we conſider the | 
time when they were written, more than a hundredyears ago, tend 


very much to ſtrengthen the argument in favor of my hypotheſis 
reſpeRting the witneſſes, their ſlaying and reſurrettion. The firſt 1 


fhall mention is* Peter Jurieu, a French Proteſtant miniſter, whoſe 
works were publiſhed in Engliſh in 2687. He ſays « The tenth 
part of the city which here fell, will, at ſome future time, appear. to 


be the Kingdom of France, where a revolution will take place about 


the year 1785, and a ſeparation from the papacy follow, when the 


names of Monks and Nuns, of Carmelites, Auguſtines, Dominicans, | 


&c. ſhall periſh for ever, and all thoſe vain titles and armorial 


| bearings, which ſerve for ornament and pride, ſhall vaniſh, and bro- 
| therly love make all men equal. Not that there ſhall be no diſtinc- 


tions, for it is not a kingdom of anarchy, but government ſhall then 


be without pride and inſolence, without tyranny and violence, and i 


fubjetts ſhall obey their governors with ap humble ſpirit,” The 
time required, according to this author, after the quickening of the 


_ witnefles (i. e. from the time of the revolution) to deſtroy anti- 
chriſt, will be twenty or twenty-five years; and that it will take | 


about ſeventy years more forthe aboliſhing of ſeftsand ; 
Chriſtians, and for the converſion of the Jews and Heathens. 


And all this,” he ſays, cannot be brought about without con- 
fuſion and tumult. The popiſh empire cannot fall, but it muſt | 
cauſe blood and a mighty noiſe,” Thus far Furicu, | 


Vr. Goodwin, who wrote a hundred and fifty years fince, i in \ his 
Expoſition upon the Revelation, part I. chap, 7. has a great deal which 
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teas aſtoniſhing as it is appoſite to the preſent argument. He ſays, 
ſeR. 6. * The ſaints and churches of France, God has made a won 
der to me in all his proceedings towards them, firſt and laſt; and | 
chere would ſeem ſome great and ſpecial honor reſerved for them 
yet at the laſt; for it is certain, that the firſt light of the goſpel, 
by that. firſt and ſecond angel's preaching i in chapter the fourteenth 
(which laid the foundation of antichriſt's ruin) was out from among 
them, and they bore and underwent the great heat of that morn- 
ing of perſecution, which was as great, if not greater, than any 
"rice med fo, „ the Salk ans. Rt > 
no it ſhould have the honor Ann the 
ruin of Rome, 7 ; : 
Sekt. gth he ſays, on Rev. xi. « By. ge as, 
meant a great concuſſion. or making of ſtates, politics or eccle- 
ſiaſtical. The effect of this earthquake, and fall of this tenth part 
of the city, is killing ſeven thouſand of the names of men. No, by 
men of name, in ſcripture, is meant men of title, office, and digaity. 
Asi in the caſe of Corah's conſpiracy, ſo here a civil puniſnment 
falls upon theſe. For having killed theſe witneſſes, themſel ves are 
to be killed (haply) by being bereft of their names and titles, which 
are to be rooted out whoa ever, and condemned bg forget- 
fulneſs.” 
The Gogular agreement of preſent e events with Rs, theſs 
authors foretold from the prophecies, ſo many years ago, is a: cir- 
cumſtance which merits the ſerious attention of all wiſe and conſi- 
derate men; ; for it certainly adds great weight to the conjeQture, 
that what has taken place in France, is the beginning of the ſᷣnal 
' downfal of the papal uſurpations and tyrannies; | And if it ſhould 
| beſo, woe be to them who attempt to uphold what God has willed 
| to fall! In the ordinary wars which nations have waged,: they 
have, perhaps, loſt one or two hundred thouſand lives, and ſlaugh- 
tered as many of their enemies; countries have been laid waſte, and 
taxes incurred, to the oppreſſion of the induſtrious; but in other 
reſpects they may have ſat down much as they were; but, if tha 
preſent conteſt be what there is reaſon to ſuſpeR it, not merely 2 
war of man againſt man, but of God againſt antichriſtian uſurpations 
and oppreffions, the tive to e fre oppoſe his deſigns, muſt be 
2 3 a8 was the caſe uu the + and with 
ons. 
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Cyrus, + the inſtruments Which he uſes may not know him, nt mean 
do füllt his will, yet they may be the rod of his anger to accom. | 
is councils. ; 
Let us now revert to tue queſtion, What are tobe the conſequences 
f the refutreflion of the witneſſes ? 'Soon after it, the ſeventh ti um 
pet is to ſound, which is the ſignal for the ſeven angels to pour out 
Ur vials bf God wrall upon the antichriſtian kingdom, —Has 
this ſeventh trumpet been blown ? Is it ſounding? Or i is it about 85 
found for the angels to prepare to execute the 1 of Gog, on 
the mother of harlots and all abominations ? My heart trembles at 
the idea of thoſe calamities which are to ſweep the earth, and of 
thoſe convulſions which ſhall ſhake kingdoms and nations? &* Who 
would not fear thee; O King of nations for to thee doth it ap- | 
pertain 19 At thy wrath the earth ſhall tremble, and the nations 
wo + not be able to abide'thine indignation ! e 
As to the gathering of the harveſt and vintage i in the fourteenth 

aides, the time ſeems not yet come for their elucidation. I am in- 
elined to think that they properly fall undet one or more of the vials: 
The latter, as Dr. Coodwin has explained it, ſeems to be a viſion 
_ of the vengearice which is to be executed upon the Proteſtant party ; 
for the wine preſs is ſaid to be trodden without the city, i. e. with- 
out the juriſdiction or reach of the tity of Rome and is repreſent- 
ed in a ſeparate viſion, on purpoſe to ſhew that vengeance will fall 
even upon ſuch kingdoms and nations as had caſt. off the Pope's . 
ſupremacy. Dr. Gill and others have ſuppoſed, that the Proteſtant 
nations will again return to Popery, and perſecute with great vio- | 
lence. But Dr. Goodwin's idea is more probable, He ſays, in his 
Expolition, part II. chap. I. Whether the wine preſs will be 
brought into this ebuntry, he only knows who is the Lord both of 
the harveſt and the vintage; (reader, mark well what follows,) 
only this may be more confidently affirmed, that thoſe carnal 
Proteſtants in England and other places, who like the outward 
court have been joined to the people of God, ſhall yet, before the 

. of the beni 8 AE and farbe be more or leſs 
| | | 9 8 given 

| + If. Xx. $==% 7 10. 26-66 K : 8 Jer. x. 7-10. 
| The number of the beaſt, as we have endeavoured to prove above, is the 7 

ranny of the Lewises z and as to have the hark of the beaſt is to pay homage ro 


the ci beaft; the uſurpe4 power of the Fope and his clergy ; ſo to hae chis 
number is to To devoted to the ſupport of che tyranny of the ſecond beaft, - 
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given up to the Papiſts, and be made to vail to them, if not all of 
them, by bloody wars, and con queſts, yet by ſome baſe and unwor- 
thy yielding to them, as a juſt puniſhment of their carnal proſeſſion 
of the goſpel.” And the wine preſs was trodden without the tity, ant 
| the blood tame ont of the wine preſs, even unto the horſes bridles, by the 
ſpace of a thouſand and fix hundred furlongs. The Lord avert froth. 
this country ſuch a judgment! 
How ineompetent is man to judge — nne 
the trumpet is blowing, and the angels are preparing to pout the 
divine vengeance on the heads of tyrants and their ſupporters, and to 
fpread deſolation and woe for the fins of men, the great army of 
faints and martyrs in heaven fing, Great and murvellous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty ; juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of © 
faints All nations all come _ n Hi er, for R 
ments are made manifeſt T“ 1 
Rev. Xvi. 1. And I heard a great voice ort of the temple, ſaying to 
the ſeven angels, Co your ways and four out the vials of the wrath 'of 
Cod upon the earth. It appears to me, that although we muſt ſup- 
poſe a conformity to the order of the viſion, in inflicting the plagues 
of theſe ſeven vials, yet, perhaps, it will not be ſuch a formal one, 
as to Exclude all mixture. It firikes me, that although the vids 
which is ts be poured out upon the earth, will commetice firſt, 
and that on the. ſea follow, yet their falling ſtreams will mingle; 
and although the full torrent of the latter vialymay not commence, 
yet ſome ſmall portion of them may be daſtied upon the rivers, the 
ſun, or the throne of the beaſt, while the firſt are pouring aut; and 
although the plagues of the latter vials will commence laſt, as in.the 
viſion, yet the ſtreams of the former may ſtill be running. The an- 
gels ſaying of this woe, that it cometh quickly, and the circumſtatiee - 
of the ſeven angels with their vials all appearingę and being (ent 
out at the ſame time, ſappoſes that they will all be employed toge - 


5 ther, to execute their miſſions on the ſeveral objects of the divine 


diſpleaſure. And we may hope that theſe . * oon be 

over. 

Were I to detail Half the opinions of authors on the following 

objects of the Divine vengeance, adding to them my own conjec- 

tures, this pamphlet would ſwell into a folio ; but as I apprehend 

that the events which are here repreſented have net yet taken 
15 e +: 


4 Rev. xv. 3. 
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-place, or at moſt, are but now ng wy reflefions —_ be 
A 

Ver. 2. And the firſt went ani A out pabis vial ae dearth, 
and there fell a noiſome and grievous ſore upon the men whath had the 
mark of the beaſt, and upon them which wor ſhipped his image. The 
pouring out of this vial upon the earth may poſſibly refer to ſome 
particular country on the main, where the judgments of, God are | 
to commence; or, perhaps, we may be taught by this emblem, that 
the downfal.of theantichriſtian kingdom ſhall begin with terrible 
wars on land, in which God's wrath ſhall be manifeſted againſt 


thoſe armies of land forces which have for ſo many ages beer» the 


baſis of tyrannic power, and who, at the nod of deſpets,. have 


flaughtered their fellow-creatures, without either thinking or 
_ .caring-about the juſtice or injuſtice of the cauſe ; who have been 


the baſe inſtruments, without a motive, of deſolating nations, and 
of carrying unnumbered woes from one end of the earth to the 
other. But the time of judging the cauſe of the dead is come, and 


both they who have the mark of the beaſt, i. e. who are the ſub- 


jects and ſlaves of the papacy, and they who worſhip, or only ſerve 
and endeavour to ſupport the image of the beaſt, (which, accord- 
ing to what appears from chap, xiii, is the tyranny of the anti- 

chriſtian party in France, all ſuch as ſerve this image of the beaſt, ' 
though not papiſts and ſlaves to Rome) ſhall experience ſuch. chaſ- 


tiſements and diſappointments in their attempts to ſupport what 


| God has determined to overthrow, and ſuch violent and ſucceſsful 
attacks on their power, that they ſhall be deeply wounded, and 
grievouſſy vexed; or, a noiſome diſeaſe ſhall get into their camp, 
and cover the earth with their dead; that thus men may ſee the 


hand which ſmites them, and give glory to God. + Ye can diſcern 


the face of the ſiy, but can ye not di iſcern the figns of the times? Who 
drove: back, and cut off, by a noiſome and grie vous diſeaſe, the in- 
vading army of Brunſwick ? He, who turneth the way of the 


| wicked uphde down. 


Ver. g. And the ſecond aku? poured out his vial upon the FI and 
it became as the blood of a dead man, and every living ſoul died in the ſea. 
As in Ifa. Ix. 5. © The abundance of the ſea ſhall be converted 
unto thee,” means the inhabitants of iſlands, or of lands come at by. 


ſea, aud a$ 1 the ſea, chaps viii. 8. was intended the maritime 
£ coun- 


* 
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countries of Europe, and as © woe to the inhabitants of the earth 
and of the ſea,” chap. xii. 12. means woe to the inhabitants of con- 
tinents and of iſlands, all mankind, ſo the Pouring out of this ſecond 
vial on the ſea may indicate thoſe calamities which God will bring 
upon his enemies, the ſupporters of papal tyrannies, in ſuch ſitua- 
tions; or, if the meaning of the pouring out of this ſecond vial of 
| wrath is not to be reſtricted to this ſenſe, it may probably refer alſo 
to the deſtruction of naval armaments, whether in battle, or by God's 
more immediate judgments. And ſo great will the deſtruction be, 
that the ſea will not only be . with blood, but become &s the 
blood of a dead man. 

Ver. 4. And the third angel ed out his vial upon the rivers and 
fountains of water, and they became blood, &c. This may be a re- 
preſentation of thoſe judgments which are to fall on the inhabit- 
| ants of inland countries, and where rivers abound, and have their 
ſources; or, as it has been generally explained, of that juſt ven- 
geance which is to be inflicted upon thoſe orders of men, who, by 
the abuſe of power, both civil and eccleſiaſtical, have been the 
chief ſources of human miſery, and the great feeders of the ſea of 
oppreſſion. The calamities which are to attend this vial, are to 
be peculiarly grievous. This may be concluded from the follow-- 
ing circumſtance: I heard the angel of the waters. ſay, Thou art righ- 
teous, O Lord Tou haft given them blood to drink, for they are 
worthy, The former judgments paſs in ſilent ſolemnity, as though 
the objects of them were leſs conſpicuous in guilt, but no ſooner 
is this vial poured out than it excites acelamations of praiſe, «If 
this refer to the inland countries of Europe, more eſpecially where 
the people are held in vaſſalage, and where both the prieſts and 
nobles, above moſt others, rule the people with a rod of iron, there 
appears a peculiar fitneſs in theſe acelamations. The ' blazing 
| Rar, or comet, which fell upon the third part of the rivers 
and fountains of water, chap. viii. 10. appears to have had 
its fulfilment in the wars which Jaidwaſte the countries borderin 
on the Danube, the Rhine, and the Po, and eſpecially the two lat- 
ter, when Attila, with his Huns, made his terrible irruption about 

the year 452: it will therefore be worth our while to obſerve tho 
progreſs of things in theſe countries. 

Ver.'8. And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon - the fon 
This appears t to be either a repreſentation of God's awful vengeance 
in viſiting the nations with unfriendly ſcaſons, that thus they may 
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at once be humbled under his mighty hand, and be more diſpoled 
to forward. his deſigns in the overthrow of antichriſtian ſyſtems 
of error and oppreſſion, or it is a predittian of the diſplay of God's 
wrath againſt thole ſyſtems of pride and deſpotiſm, which by their 
ſplendor have been dazzling, and by their violence conſuming 
mankind, Mr. Mede ſuppoſes this ſun to be fome ſplendid poten- 


tate of Europe, as the emperor or the king of Spain. But if it 


he not the emblem of unfriendly ſeaſons, I ſhould rather ſuppoſe 
it to repreſent the extinction of deſpotilin 4 in general, than of an 


individual menarch or monarchy.+ 


Ver. 10. And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the Son of the 
deaf. This muſt be conſidered as referring to thofe calamities 
which God intends to bring more immediately upon the Pope, and 
upon that city and country where the throne of the beaſt ſtands, 
Aud we may expect foon to ſee heavy judgments fall upon the 
Roman Pontificate; and that city to be ſacked and busnt which 
has been the ſource of ſo many corruptions, and which has tyran- 
nized, for ſo many ages, with ſpiritual deſpotiſm, over thoſe _ 
doms that have given their power to the beaſt, | 

Ver. 19. And the fixth angel poured out his vial upon the great Te * 
ver Euphrates, and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the 


lings of the eaſt might be prepared. The Turkiſh empire alfo ſhall | 


experienee the wrath' of God for their abominable oppreſſions, 


and not only tidings from the north (Ruſſia) but from the caſt 


(Perſia and Arabia) ſhall trouble him, as predifted Dan. xi. 44. 


end thus away be prepared for the return of the Jews to their 


own land, previous to their convening | to TI _ the 
dealt does not yet expire. | 
"Wow, 


+ A friend has "VI me with an extra from the works of Mr. R. Fle- 
ming, who, in a ſermon, printed 1701, applies it to the French monarchy, and 
ſays, ** Whereas Lewis XIV. took the ſan for his emblem, and for his motto 
Nec Pluribus impary, he may at length, or rather his ſucceſſor, and the monarchy 
teſelf, before the year 1794, be forced to acknowledge, that in reſpect to neigh- 
bouring potentates he is Hug. impar ; but as to the expiration of this vial, F 
fear it will not be before the end of the year 1104. What a fingular one 


between preſent circumſtances and this good man's calculation! 


If by this via#s being poured out on the ſun we are to underfiand a drought, 
then add may refer to the ſup, Hut if it be an emblem of much rain, or of the 
wrath which is to bg poured out on deſpotiſm, then I think, wi:h Dr. Goodwin, 
that it refers to the angel, who, by the pouring out of this vial, is to fie 18 
rants and their * with ſcorchipg , 


stens OF THE "TIMES, . 

Ver. 14. And 7 ſaw three unclean ſpirits bike frogs come out of the 
mouth of the * dragon, and out of the mauth of the beaſt, and out of 
the mouth of the falſe prophet ; for they ave the ſpirits of devils work- 
ing miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth, and of the 
hols world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Al. 
yaighty, Here it may be proper to remember, that in ſymbolic 
hieroglyphics, a frog was the figure by which the ancients repre- 
ſented an impoftor, and hence the Oneiro-critics, or interpreters of 
dreams, taught, that as to dream of a dragon fignified mejefly ; of a 
ferpent, difeaſe ; of a viper, money, &c. ſo to dream of frogs ſignified 
Impoſtors. Sea Warb. Div. Leg. B. iv. ſet. 4. Theſe unclean tp 
rits, therefore, (for God condeſconds to ſpeak to men in their own. 
way) reprefent the odiqus impoſtors who are to act as the agents 
of theſe tyrannies to betray the kinga of the earth and their armies 
into meaſures forthe ſupport of the old antichriſtian ſyſtem, againſt 
every attempt which will be made for its deſtruction. But al} 
theſe efforts will be in vain—the wrath of man ſhall praiſe God. 
It is his battle, and he will overthrow Air enemies, and the enemies 
of mankind, with all their hoſts. | | 
Ver. «5. Behold I come as a thief 1 Bleed is he has walk. 
This will take place at a time when men in general will have no- 
expeRation of it, but OO their heart, . Where is the pro- 

| __, miſe 


* From comparing this paſſage with ty xii. T am induced to 3 that 
by the dragon here the emperor of Germany, the more immediate ſucceſſor of 
the Roman emperors, is iatended ; by the beaft, the Pope and his clergy, and 
by the ſalſe prophet, (as Biſhop Newton and Dr. Doddridge underſtand it) the 
ſecond beaſt in chap. xiii. 11. (i. e. the French monarchy.) This will evidently 
_ » appear to every impartial perſon, to be the ſecond beaft, if we compare this 

place with chapters Xiii. 13, 14. and xix. 20. He is thus called becauſe like the 
falſe prophets of old he engages himſelf in ſupport of tyranny and idolatry. 
The word Nada, the root of Nadia, à prophet, fignifies in general to deelare the 
mind of another. Thus Aaron (Ex. vii. 1.) is tyled Moſes's prophet. And with» 
equal propriety might: Lewis XIY, or the race of the Gapers, be ſtyled the falſe: 
prophet of the Pope. Theſe tyrannie powers are to exert themſelves to engage 
all the kings of the earth, in ſupport bf the * papacy — en, 2 
potiſm. | 
They are the ſoirits. of devils W miracles. No one ſuppoſes | theſe to be trye 
miracles. This figurative language is uſed to ſet forth thoſe violences, impeſ- 
tures, lies, and frauds, with which they are to deceive or frighten men, and thus 
bring them into their deſtructive aca 


17 2 Pet. iii. 4. | 
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miſe of his coming? For fince the fathers foll aſleep, alt things 
continue as they were from the beginning.“ They will calculate 
events on common principles, and deceive EI into ruin. 
Bleſſed is he that watcheth. | 

Ver. 16. Aad g gathered them together into a place called in the 
aver tongue Armageddon, or the mountain of Megiddo, thus 
called becauſe it ſhall be a-plzce. more remarkable for laughter 
than Megiddo ever was. Judges v. 19. 2 Kings ix. 27. and Zech. 
Xit. 11. May our country, in that day, whether it be near or 
afar off, if not engaged on the fide of the King of kings, be far 
from the mountain of ſlaughter! In this country, above moſt 
x others, the civil and religious rights of mankind have been pro- 
tected. Let us hope, therefore, that when the Judge of all the 
earth ſhall make inquiſition for blood, that we ſhall find mercy; 
or if, with the reft of the nations 'who are to be purified. by af- 
fi&tion, we muſt fhare in the cup of trembling, here is ground for 
confidence in prayer, that mercy may be mixed with judgment; 
for the judgment of God will be a judgment of proportion. Where 
there has been moſt oppreſſion, where fin has been moſt trium- 
phant, and eſpecially where there has been moſt perſecution of 
oon ſcience, there will the heavieſt woes fall. Let us therefore re- 
pent and ſeek God; this is at all ſeaſons neceſſary, but an addi- 

tional motive enforces it, when the ſigns of the times ſuggeſt ſome 

very fignal criſis to be at hand, For whether men will ſee it or 
not, all things do not continue as they were from the beginning. 
+< For the oppreſſion of the poor, for the aghing of the needy, 
now will 1 ariſe, faith the Lord.“ | 

It is but to read a few of thoſe prophecies which ſpeak of the 
| wars and judgments of the latter times of the world, to conceive 
the moſt tremendous idea of the carnage which will be made of 
mankind, and of the fury of the vengeance then to be poured 
out. When the prophets deſcribe theſe judgments, it is generally, 
though not always, under the names of thoſe nations which bor- 
dered upon Paleſtine, and which were the moſt inveterate and dan- 
gerous enemies of Iſrael, ſuch as Afyria, Egypt, Moab, Edom, and 
others. This muſt be concluded, as Lowth, Mede, and others of 
our moſt able commentators argue, becauſe thoſe judgments which 
they denounce are often ſpoken of as deciſive ſtrokes, that ſhould 

| me- 
+ Pf. xii. 5. | 
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n vindicate the ene of oppreſſed truth and innocence, 


and put a final period to idolatry, and to all the miſeries and op- 


preſſions of God's people. They are often repreſented as the im- 


mediate preludes of the W of Iſrael, . the en * | 
. univerſal peace. | 


To times yet to come are cb 3 as Ale to be referred. 


155 xiv. 24. The Lord of hoſts hath ſworn, furely as I have 
thought, fo ſhall it come to paſs, that I will break the IH rian in 
my land; then ſhall his yoke depart from off thee, This is the 
. purpoſe that is purpoſed upon the whole earth, and this is the hand 
that is ſtretched out upon all nations. Chap. xxvi. 20: Come, 


my people, enter into thy chambers, hide thyſelf, as it were, for'a 


little moment, until the indignation be overpaſt. For behold the 
Lord cometh out of his place, to puniſh the inhabitants of the 
earth for their iniquity. The earth alſo ſhall difcloſe her blood, 
and ſhall no more cover her ſlain. In that day (chap. xxvii. 2.) 
the Lord with his fore, and great, and ſtrong ſword, ſhall puniſh 
leviathan, the piercing ſerpent, even leviathan that crooked: ſer- 
pent, and he ſhall ſlay the dragon that is in the ſea. Chap. xiii. 
.3—6, © Who is this that cometh from Edom, with died garments. 
from Bozrah ?—1I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave. 
"Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like 
him that treadeth in the wine-fat ?—I have trodden the wine-preſs 
alone, and of the people there was none with me, for I will tread 
them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury, and their blood 


ſhall be ſprinkled upon my garments, and 1 will ſtain all my rai- 
ment, For the day of vengrancy is in my heart, and the Te of 
my redeemed is come.“ : 

The prophet Joel, alſo, Kt Bi af theſe W ws, 


(chap. iii.) Behold, in thoſe days, and in that time, (when God 
will ſhew wonders in the heavens, and in the earth, chap. ii. g0:) 


[namely, the political heavens and earth, ſtates and kingdoms] 


when I ſhall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jeruſalem, 1 


will alſo gather all nations, and will. bring them down into the 


valley of Jehoſhaphat, (which may mean any place where the Cord 


ö 


vill execute judgment, for ſo the word - Jehoſhaphat ſigniſies in the 
original, and by valley may be intended ſome low country, "called 


in the 14th verſe the valley of deciſion, and will plead with them 
there for my people,” Ver. 9.0 Proclaim ye this among the 


Gen- 
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Gentiles; prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the mew 
of war draw near, let them come up. Beat your plow-ſhares into 
ſwords, and your pruning-hooks itito ſpears: let the weak ſay, I 
am ſtrong. Aſſemble yourſelves and come, all ye heathen, and 
gather yourſelves together round about: thither. cauſe thy migh- | 
ty ones to come down, O Lord, (Thy mighty angels, ſays Lowth, 
to diſcomſt thine enemies.) Let the heathen be wakened, and 
come up to the valley of Jehoſhaphat, for there wilt J fit to judge 
all the heathen roumd about. Put ye in the ſickte, for the harveſt 
is ripe; come, get ye down, for the preſs is full, the fats over- 
Row, for their wicketnels is great. * ann in 1 
valley of deciſion. | SN 
Inn Zech. xiii. 7-9. „ 
times. All are agreed, that the twelfth and fourteenth chapters re- 
fer to the reſtoration, converſion, &c. of the Jews; nor is there 
but one objection that is at all plauſible, to the whole of this the- 
teenth being applied to the ſame times. Part of verſe +, at leaſt 
the ſenſe of it, is applied (Matth. xxvi. 31.) to the ſcattering of 
_ Chriſt's diſciples at his death. I will ſmite the Shepherd, and the 
fheep of the flock ſhall be ſeattered abroad. But this appears to have 
| been only an accommodation of this paſſage, or of the ſenſe of 
this and of other paſſages, a uſual praftice with the. New Teſtament 
writers. See Matth. ii. 15—17. xiii, 35. John xv. 25.] Or 
our Lord might ſpeak thus in conformity to a common-place max- 
im, „ Smite the ſhepherd, cut off the leader, and his followers 
will diſperſe.” The thread of the prophecy ſeems to require a 
different interpretation than what has been uſually given to this 
paſſage. Unity of deſign ſhould always be attended to in the ſtudy 
of the prophetic writings, as well as of other compoſitions ; nor 
ſhould we ſuppoſe ſo violent a break in the diſcourſe of a prophet, 
as ſome ſuppoſe here, unleſs we ſhould be involved i in an evident 
contradiction without it. 
os. als putts che reins of the Meſſiah by the. Jews, | 
and their puniſhment and diſperſion on this account. In chap. xii. 
we have their return and converſion, In the beginning of the 
xijith the pardoning grace which ſhall be extended to them. Then 
follows the deſtruction of idolatry, and the contempt under which 
the antichriſtian clergy, who have the mark of the beaft in their 
hands, (Rev. xiv. 9.) and who have worn garments to deceive the . 
ow 


S: 
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| br wall fall, and the ſhifts to which they ſhall be reduced to 
_ eſcape the vengeance of mankind, 


Verſe the ſeventh is a call to the ſword of juſtice to awake againſt 
the man of ſin, who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is 
catled God, or that is worſhipped ; fo that he, as God, fitteth in the 
temple of. God, fhewing himſelf that he is God. 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. He 
calls himſelf the vicar of Chriſt, and God's vicegerent upon earth, 
arrogating to himſelf the attributes and prerogatives of deity, and 


is. here therefore ironically called God's fellow. Againſt him is 


God's fword to awake, and the prieſthood, and all thoſe orders 
which have been his ſupporters, are to be ſcattered. And in all the 
land two parts therein ſhall be cut off and dit, but the third ſhall be 
teft therein, Great is to be the deſtruction, and great the trials of 
thoſe who are not deſtroyed. But being brought to repentance, 


then is to be fulfilled that promiſe which is peculiarly appropriated 
to the latter days. Ver. 9. They fhall call on my name, and 1 will 
hear them; I will fay, It is my people and they fhall ſay, The Lord 


is my God. 

The ene chapter m more largely deſcribes the deftruſtion of 
God's enemies, and the happy days which are to follow; when, 
(ver. 21.) There ſhall be no more the Canaanite in the houſe of the 
Lord of hoſts. Or, as the Chaldee and Vulgate tranſlate the words, 
„There ſhall be no more any merchant in the houſe (the church) 


of the Lord of hoſts.” The Chriſtian church ſhall no longer be 
made a market, where, worldlings convert religion into a trade, and 


enrich and exalt themſelves at the expence of the liberties and 
ſouls of mankind. We might enumerate many of the predictions 


of our Saviour and his apoſtles, all of which goto prove the great 


wars and calamities of the latter . But I paſs on to the aal 
plague. was 
Ver. 19. And the ſeventh angel poured his al into the air, and 
there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven from the throne, 


 faying, It is done. And there were voices, and thunderings, and ligut- 


nings, and there was a great earthquake, ſuch as was not fence men 


were upon the earth, ſo mighty an earthquake and fo great. And the 


great city was divided into three parts, and the cities f the nations 


fell, and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unte 
her the cup of the wine of the fierceneſs of his wrath, and every iſſand 
fled away, and the mountains were not found, &c, There ſhall be 
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unexampled convulſions of nations. And perhaps this n 
intend alſo, that God, in his providence, will cauſe the ſtate of the 
air to be ſuch that nature ſhall be thrown into terrible commot ions, 


plagues ſhall be gendered, and famines occaſioned, that thus blind 


and obdurate men, who would not ſee his judgments in war, may 


behold his hand in thoſe more conſpicuous tokens of his wrath, 
which will affect the rich as well as the poor, and may be brought 
to repentance; and that the kingdom of ſatan, wha is * the. 


prince of the power of the air, ſhall now fall. 


Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots and abominations of 
the earth, the ſource of oppreſſions and all tyrannies, falls; and 
not only the mother, but all her children, all the cities of the na- 


tions, all the tyrannic polities which have deſpiſed and oppreſſed 
dhe ſervants of God, and all mankind, and no place is found for 


them. The beaſt and the falſe prophet are taken + and caſt into a 
. cr | | lake 


| | Rev. Xix. 20. | . — 
But perhaps ſome inquifitive mind may ſay, The beaſt of Rome, ſpiritual 


_ "tyranny, and the falſe prophet, the beaſt of France, his great ſupporter, are 
taken, and exemplary juſtice is inflited on them for their ahominations, but the * 
4 dragon, civil tyranny, is not taken with them. 


No; he aroſe fir ſt, and he will 
continue longeſt. But his career is ſhort. Chap. xx. And I faw an angel come 


down from heaven, having the key of the bottomleſs pit. And he laid hold on the dragon, 


that old ſerpent, which is the devil and ſatan, and bound him a thouſand years. * 
Vn ute the bottomleſs pit, and ſhut him up, and ſet a ſeal upn him, thas he ſhould - 


cerve ie nations ns more till the thouſand years Soul be fulfilled: and after that he mf 


. be toofed a line ſeaſon. Now commences the firſt reſurrection as predicted by 
Ezekiel (ch. xxxvii.) Now the Jews, and others with them, will find that mercy 


which will be as life from the dead. (Rom. xi. 15.) And as Elias lived in John 


generation. 


the Baptiſt, ſo ſhall the former confeſſors and martyrs live ia the Chriſtians of this 


the influence of goſpel principles, and eftabliſh ſuch ſy tems of juſtice and righ- 


teouſneſa, that tyranny, which has bound ſo many, ſhall itſelf be bound, and be 
caſt inco the bottomleſs pit. Now liberty and peace, righteouſneſs and joy, will 


5 reign undiſturbed, for what is here termed à thouſund years ; after which the dra- 


gon is to be looſed for a little ſeaſon, 
The events here predicted are evidently the * with thoſe foretold i in Ezck., 


XXXAvii. Xxxviii. and xxxix. and in Zech. xiv. What length of time then are we 


to underſtand by theſe thouſand years? I ſuppoſe that all which is here ſaid is 


n gurative, and that the years are not what we generally underſtand by this term. 


Bog and Magog, & which do not ſeem to allow of ſv long a term as a thon- 


3 2 am inclined to judge thus for two reaſons. Not only from a compariſon of the 


different prophecies concerning the return of the Jews, the after perſecutions of 


ſaud 


Fa” 


ö 


And they hill fic upon thrones of judgment, and ad fo much under 


1 
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| lake of fire, i, e. exemplary juſtice is inflicted on them, and now 


that economy of righteouſneſs and peace which Jeſus the Prince of 
Peace hath in charge, from his Father, to beſtow on men, ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed on immoveable foundations, till the conſummation 
of all things; for not only human tyrannies ſhall periſh, but the, 
witneſſes for the pure religion of Jeſus ſhall. be ſo increaſed and 


| quickened by an energy from above, and ſuch an influence from 


God attend his goſpel, while all nature ſhall conſpire to prepare 
men for repentance, that ſatan's empire ſhall be overturned, the 
earth be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, and they ſhall , 


learn war no more. EVEN 30 cou Lon e ! 
= 

and years between he Mutting up of the dragon and his. joofiag, but alſo 8. 
the general prophetic uſe of ſuch terms, Days, weeks, Ec. in the prophecies 
are generally uſed in a myftical ſenſe, and for the obvious reaſon which has been 
mentioned. I ſuppoſe therefore, that by this thouſand years, a thouſand weeks 
of months are intended. Time only can aſcertain this; but I think that the 
other prophecies reſtrain this period to 2 thouſand weeks, or a little more than 
nineteen.years. The proper and uſual meaning of #70 is 2 year, but propheti- 
cally it may, perhaps, ſtand for any change er revolution of time. John was a 


| Jew, let us therefore examine the Hebrew word for a year, and hear what 


Buxtorf ſays, naw As, ab iteratione diftus, quod ſole ad puactum, unde digredi 
Ceperat, redeunte, n, & '7a ke ſua per vetigia ſemper vilvatur & redeat. Now 
ſeeing that the word year in Hebrew means a repetition, or a revolving round and 
returning by the ſame ſteps, this is as applicable to 2 week as à year. | 
Thus it appears probable from the prophecies, that after the bloody dragon, 


civil tyrangy, whoſe horrid character no obje@s in viſible nature are ſufficiently. 
vile to repreſent; after this crafty ſerpent, which is the devil and ſatan, has 


deen confined for about nineteen years, he will again get out of his priſon, and 
make a deſperate effort againſt the kingdom of righteouſneſs, peace, and joy; 


but He who, by his providential judgments, caft the beaft and the falſe propher 


into the lake of fire, will manifeſt himſelf in ſtill more conſpicuous judgments, 
and caft this dragon into the ſame place of torment, and thus put an everlaſting 
end to all tyranny, eccigaſtical and civii. Now a proſpect opens, which tranſ- 
ports the heart, and figures are uſed proportioned to the ſublimity and felicity 
of the ſcenes which follow, Let the wiſe and pious anticipate by hope theſe 


Happy days! We leok for 1 new heavens 2 a new Ker 2 wherein dwolleth 
| EE 2 
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THIRD [NQUIRY. 


We. are now come to the third Enquiry, Will all 4 3 


f Daniel and John, which refer to the fate of things that YEP 
lodking for, agree with the preſent time ¶ Let us examine. 

In diſcuſſing the numbers of Daniel, I ſhall not · take up — 
time in examining queſtions, and in endeavouring to folve dif- 


fculties which might be ſtarted, nor in inquiring whether any of 
theſe numbers terminated in Anttochus Epiphanes. I think, and I 


have very reſpeRable authorities on my ſide, that they refer to the 


overthrow of the papal apoſtacy, 3 and all thoſe ſyſtems of tyranny 


which have been ſo. much at enmity with the kingdom of Chriſt, 
to the purification of the Gentile church, and to the xeſtoration 
and converſion of the Jews, To fave time, and to ſpare the read-. 
er's patience, I ſhall take ſame things for Pann > dernen APE. 
{cen argued at length i in more voluminous writings. | Lo 
In the fiſt place, let us conſider Daniel's viſion i in "hag viii. 


It opens with the appearance of a ram, (ver. 4.) having two horns, 


| puſhiag weſtward, and northward, and ſouthward. This the an- 
gel interprets (ver. 20.) to be the kings af Media and Perſia, The 


next object in the viſion is an ke-goat, (ver. 5.) which came from 
the weſt, with a notable horn between his eyes. This, the ange! 
fays, {ver. 21.) is the king of Grecia, the Grecian empire; and 
the great horn between his eyes, the firft king, or kingdom, under 
Alexander, his brother, and two ſons. This horn was broken, 
(yer. 8.) and after it came up four others ; the four empires which 
ſprung up out of the conqueſts of Alexander. Ang out of ane of 
them came a little horn, (ver. .) which waxed exceeding great, toward 


the fouth, and toward the eaft, and toward the pleafant land, and by 


Aim the plate of the daily ſacrifice was taken away, and the place of 
his fandtuary was caft down, &c. Ver. 1 3. Then J heard one faint 
ſpeaking, and another faint ſaid unto that certain faint which ſpake, 


How long fhall be the viſion concerning the daily ſacrifice, and the 
tranſgreffuon of deſolaiion, to give both the ſanctuary and the hoſt to ve 


trodden. under foot? And he ſaid unto me, Unto two thouſand and 
three hundred days, then uu oe ſanctuary be cleanſed, 


It 


\ . SIGNS OF THE TIMES 6g 
It ſcams natural to reckon theſe 2900 days (or years) either from 
the firſt part of the viſion, the puſhing of the ram, or the latter 
end, the violences of the little horn, or from the time when Da» 
niel ſaw the viſion. If we calculate from the time when Danzel. _ 
ſaw the viſion, the terminativa of the 2900 years is paſt forty. oF... 
fifty years, and the ſanctuary. is not cleanſed, If from the latter | 
part of the viſion, (as underſtood of Antiochus) it will carry us 
to about the year A. D. 2130, which appears too far; for 
ing the 1260 years power of the beaſt, predicted in the Apocalypſe, 
were to be calculated from the time when the Pope became atem- 
poral prince from the exarchate of: Rayenna being given to him hy 
Pepin, A. D. 755, or by Charlemagne A. P. 779, (ſome thinking 
that he was not a perfect beaſt till then) this would. fall ſhart of 
Daniel's number by more than a hundred years; but ſecing that 
the power, idolatry, corruptions, and uſurpations of the papagy 
were ſuch, at leaſt in the ſixth century, as appear ſufficient to de- 
nominate it a beaſt, and it is certain, that he began to.riſe much ear - 
lier; the moſt probable time for the fixing the commencement of 
Daniel's 2300 years, and that which will altogether agree beſt with 
the other numbers of Daniel, and the predictions in the Apoca- 
lypſe, is the beginning of the viſion, the -puſhing of the ram, by - - 
which. is intended ſome diſtinguiſhed exertions of the Perſian em- 
pire far conqueſts, And to what period of that empire does this 
ſo well agree as to the times of Xerxes, and that particular puſh 
which he made when he invaded + Greece with an army of 
2,541,610 fighting men, reckoning 517610 on hoard his fleet, . 
which conſiſted of 1,207 ſhips of the ling of battle, 3,000 gallies, . 
tranſports, victuallers, &c. beſide the 220 ſhips which the natiang . 
e this 1 the ede aided, on ws which were 24% - 

| wen 

: * Dr. Newton, Aber of Britta, concludes from WE Re: that rheſe days 

abe to be calculated from the. beginning of the viſion. As the queen was 
asked, ſays he, not how long the daily ſacrifice ſhall be taken away, and the. 


ttanſgreſion of deſolation continue, but alſo, how long the vifion ſhall laſt ; ſs 
the anſwer is to be underſtood, and theſe two thoufand and three hundred days 


denote the whole time from the beginning of the viſion to the cleanſing of the 
ſanuary.” Difſert. on the Proph. vol. 1. p. 331. Dr. Lowth, in hie- cen 
on this paffage, ſays, (The words may be rendered more agreeably to the 
Hebrow, thus: For how Img a tine fhall the vifon Alt, the daily ſacrifie be tahay | 
| "©1243, and the trarſgreſſtion of deſolation continue? 
| + Prideaux's Con. Part I. Book 4. p- 233. 


-- ai 
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den p Of his land forces, 80,600 were horſe. And beſides this 
multitude, as many more are reckoned to have followed the camp, 
ſervants, eunuchs, &c. fo that the whole number of people en- 
gaged in this expedition was at leaſt 5,000,000. What a puſh was 
this for conqueſt! And, (though he had been puſhing for three 
or four years before, yet) nothing elſe forbidding it, what period 
could be more proper for the angel to begin his reckoning from 
He paſſed the Helleſpont B. C. 480: four years before this he pufh- 
ed at Egypt and reduced it; the next year he prepared for this 
invaſion ; 'the fokowing he entered into a league with the Cartha- 

_ ginians againſt the Greeks, and in the year 481 B. C. marches as 
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far as Sardis, on his way towards Greece, where he Wines and 
in the foring paſſes the Helleſpont. 9 
L "Suppoſe we fix the year 481 B. C. for the commencement of 
: Daniel's 2,300 years (allowing our chronology to be corre) this 
A carries us to the year of Chriſt 1819, when the fanRuary and hoſt 
b are no longer to be trodden under foot, i. e. the land of Paleſtine 
* is no longer to be in the poſſeſſion of the enemies of the Jews, 


but they are tobe reſtored, and the church freed from pins ons 
abominations, | 
© But it may be objefted, that as the Jewiſh year eonfited but of 
_ gbo days, five days and a quarter ſhort of our folar year, this wilt 
make a difference of thirty-one years ſhort. To which I anſwer, 
A ſingle Jewiſh: year conſiſted but of g60 days, and when we con- 
fider three or four years only, this mode of reckoning may be ad- 
mitted, but, as we have leap years to ate our meaſurement of 
time, ſo had the Jews. When it was neceffary, they intercalated 
their month Adar ; ſometimes even 2 whole month, and this they 
Were obliged to do to make their feaſts of the Paſſover, Pentecoft; | 
: and Tabernacles, happer at their proper ſeaſons. The Targum f 
Chron. xii. 32. ſays of the children of Iſaachar, that % They were 
ſkilful in the knowledge of times, and wiſe to fix the beginning 
2 of the years; dextrous at ſetting the new moons and Rxing their 
feaſts at their ſeaſons,” Hence it follows, that though the. Jewiſh 
ordinary year is to be attended to when but a few years are under 
conſideration, yet, in a long ſucceſſion of time, they are not to be 
noticed, for by intercalations they amount to the ſame with ſolar 
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| In Dan; x11, we have three different numbers. {The firſt agrees 
with that in chap. vii. 2g.) Ver. J. I heard the man clothed in 
linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his 
night hand and his left hand unto heaven, and ſware by Him that liuv- 
eth for ever, that it ſhall be for a time, times, and an half time. 
Three years and a half, or forty-two months of years, viz. 1260. 
And when he fhall have accompliſhed to ſcatter the power of the holy 
people, all theſe things ſhall be finiſhed. Again, ver. 21. And from 
the time that the daily ſacrifice ſhall be taken away, and the abomina- 
tion that maketh deſolate ſet up, there ſiall be a thouſand two hundred 
and ninety days. Ver, 12. Bleſſed is he that waiteth and cometh to 
the thouſand. and three hundred and five and thirty days. As the 
firſt number agrees with the predictions in the Revelation of John, 
reſpecting the continuance of the power and proſperity of the 
antichriſtian beaſt: and as the numbers appear to contradi@ each 
other if they are confined to the tyranny of Antiochus, (though 
he might be pointed at as the type of Antichriſt) I conſider them 
as harmonizing with the New Teſtament predictions. According 
to Rev. xi. 2, the holy city is to be trodden under foot of the 
. Gentiles forty and two months ; and in ver. 3. the two witneſſes are 
to propheſy twelve hundred and fixty days clothed in ſackcloth. 
Chap. xii. 7, we have the ſame number; and in ver. 14. we learn 
that the woman was to be nouriſhed in the wilderneſs for à time, 
and times, and half a time, Chap. xiii. 5. power is given unto the 
beaſt (the firſt beaſt remember, not the ſecond) to continue or 
practiſe forty and two months, The ſame time, 1260 i is in- 
tended by all theſe numbers.“ 
But how can we reconcile thoſe three W rk numbers of Da- 
| viel with the ſeven (two i in Daniel and hve in the Apocalypſe) 
which agree? 
In the firſt place, let it be allowed, that the convullians which 
are to bring about the predicted final overthrow of Antichriſt 
began with che revolution in Fraz.c2 in 1789, and then reckon 
thus. . | 
| Daniel's 
Here let me again remind the reader, that in the flyle of the prophets, a 
day is a year, 8 month thirty years, and a zear 360 years, there being ſo many days 
in the Jewiſh month and year. A time is the ſame as a year, (Dan, iv, 16.) 
times, two years, and the dividing of time, 80 2 year, whigh pat together nter. 
$0 1200 prophezic days, Or Years. 
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| nations not e gathered to Chriſt. 


Sk 


; Daniel's tine, times, and half a time (1360 years) abel 
with the five numbers in the Apocalypſe, and as they are 1260 
years, and ſuppoſed to end at the French revolution, they muſt 


begin A. D. 529, and end in 1789. Pzniel's 2900 years bein 481 


Fears before Chriſt, and end in- 1819, when fome other great event, 


or events, will take place. The beaſt and the falſe prophet (Rev. 
Kik. $0.) i. e. the papacy and the French tyranny having previ- 
oully been brought to an end, then, perhaps, the dragon, civil def- 

potiſm, will be bound, (Rev. xx. 2.) and the Jews, the dry bones 
in the valley of viſion, (Ezek. xxxvii.) be raiſed to political life, 

and reftored to their own land. Daniel's 1290 years begin with 
Bis time, timer, and half a time, and with the former five numbers of 
John in the Apocalypſe, i. e. at the commencement of the reign 
of the beaſt, A. D. 529, and end with the former number, (2900) 


in 1819, and which they muſt, for theyare to accompliſh the ſame 
event, as may be ſeen by comparing Dan. viii. 13. with chap. xii. 


11. This agreement deſerves particular attention. His 1995 
years (the end of which, according to him, will eminently be a 
bleſſed time) begin in the ſame year of Chriſt 529, and terminate 


in 1864, when perhaps the Jews are to be converted by that re- 


markable appearance of the Lord in their favor, which is predicted 
in Ezek. xxxviii. xxxix. and in Zech. xii. and xiv. Thus the 
final attack on the beaſt commences. in 1789. Thirty years are 
employed in the overthrow of the papacy, the Turks, and other 


tyrannies: a ſeaſon, it is likely, of great calamities, but eſpecially 


to the enemies of Chriſt's kingdom. The next forty Ave years, to f 
1864, to which time Daniel's 1335 years extend, may be ſpent in 


gathering the Jews, (who, according to Jer, xvi. 16. will be un- 


willing to return to their own land) and in purifying them by 


thoſe trials which, according to the + prophets, are to take place 


on their firſt return; as well as in purifying, and in bringing to an 
end all the ſes and parties of the Gentile Chriſtians; and Which 


may be effected by that greater light which is to ſhine upon the 


Chriſtian church in the latter days, previous to that greater glory 
and ſuperior ſtate of ſelicity which is to commence perhaps, (as 


we have conjectured from Daniel's number of 1335) about the 


year 1864, on the converſion of the Jews, and of thole heathen 
But 


a * XXL, 3—3. 11—16. Ezek. xx. 32—18. XXX, 24, 25, 31, 33. TZeph. 


iii. 7—14. Zeh. x ij, xiii. x iv. 
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„net petkaga.i may be aſked, — are thei whlich 


"= lever the n of the gigth year of Chriſt being that from 


£ which the power of the beaſt is to be dated? I own I have put 


5 this year down by accident, as the meaſurement back from 198g. | 
To demonſtrate, that in this year he came to ſuch a ſtate of matu- | 


fity (for this myſtery: of iniquity was forming in the apoſtle's 
days,+ and continued to grow for ages) as to conſtitute him a beaſt, 


s not eſſential to the making good our hypotheſis. But thougli 


no man, from the hiſtory of paſt times, can determine the exat 
2 year from which God dates the kingdom of antichriſt, yet there 


are good reaſons from which 22 on 1 


r 


- The apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking of that which kindared the 8 | 


of this wicked one, ſays, (2 Theſſ. ii. 6—12.). The myftery of iniquity 
doth-alrrady work ; only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken 
out of the way and then fhall that wicked one be revealed, &c.., Our 


moſt approved commentators ſyppoſe,..that by he who lettethy thei 


imperial power is intended, and that we muſt not expett to find 
this wiched' one arrived at maturity till the fall of the weſtern em- 


pire, This took place A. D. 476. Soon after this therefore we | 


; may expect the eccleſiaſtical tyranny to be matured. - 


Some of our moſt able critics, as Biſhop Newton and Mr, "I 
man, are of opinion, that by the wound which the firſt beaſt re- 
ceived, chap. xiii: g. we:are to underſtand the blow which: was, 
 givenito the majeſty and power of Rome, by ſubjecting it to tho 
exarchate of Ravenna; and that by its being healed, is intended _ |: 
its reſtoration to its former dignity, by this exarchate being giver 72 


to the Pope, by which he became a temporal prince. Now, this 


| wounding took place A. D. 568, and continued 206 years. If this ID 
| be. well conſidered, it tends much to ſtrengthen our argument 
for though, when the Pope was made à temporal prince, at the 
time of this bealing, the world wondered more than ever after the 
beaſt, (Rev. xiii, g.) yet the papal beaſt exiſted before, and this | 


only gave him increaſing eclat. But farther to confirm our hypo- 


_ theſis, conſider the ſtate. of ſociety, and particularly the ſtate of : A 


— 


what was called the church, in this ſixth century. Naw, magiſ- 2 
. trates were tyrants, and prieſts were wicked, ſuperſtitious; and 1 We” 


5 EVE ey =y former e. Now, 1 numberleſs laws and re- 4 
3 I TE Sul tions = 


* 


| 25 Theff. ii. 7. ERNEST. 
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5 that he is God. © on the wicked were . that remi ſſion 


„ 
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gulations were obtruded upon the church by dene dats: Do 


which at once violated the authority of Chriſt, defaced Chriſtian- 


__ ity, and robbed Chriſtians of their deareſt liberties. And in this 


55 year 529, which we are looking for, the Juſtinian code was 
firſt publiſhed, by which thoſe powers, privileges, and immunities 


were ſecured to the clergy ; that union perfected between things 


civil and eccleſiaſtical, and thofe laws impoſed on the church, which 


have proved ſo injurious to Chriſtianity, and fo calamitous to man- 


kind. And which code, through the zeal of the clergy, has been 
received, more or leſs, as the foundation of the jurifprudence of 


_ almoſt every ſtate in Chriſtendom ; and that not only in things 


civil but ecclefraftical > and by chis means, as ſome author has ob- 


ferved; the old fancy of the Romans, about the eternity of their 


command, is thus far verified. We may add alſo, that this ſame 
Fuſtinian, if not in 529, yet as early as 594, declared the Pope the | 
Head of all churches; all Enn to wee bur 
himlelf to be judged by none. r- 

- That this pamphlet, which is already Es NT di: may 
not be ſwelled into a volume, permit me to refer to Mofherm's Eccl. 


Hiſt; Cent. VI. and eſpecially part II. chap. ad, gd, and 4th, All 


forts of abſurdities were ĩimpoſed, the groſſeſt ignorance and wiek- 


edneſs prevailed among the clergy; the Biſhop of Rome graſped 
at abſolute authority over confcience, and unlimited ſupremacy 
over the whole Chriſtian church; and though he did not altoge- 


ther ſucceed in the caſt, in this weſtern part of the world, where 
the ſcene of John's viſions chiefly lay, his dominion was acknow- 
tedged, and paraſitical panegyriſts, among other blaſphemous af- 


{ertions, maintained, that the Roman Pontiff was conſtituted judge 


in the place of God, which he filled as the vicegerent of the Moſt 
High; fo that now was fulfilled that prediction of the apoſtle, 
2 Theſſ. xi. 3, 4. As God he fitteth i in the temple of God, fhewing him- 


of 


_ Mr. Mans, 8 the heads of tbe Roman beaſt, writes, Quiz igi- 


tut rex ſeptimus erit? Nimirum ipſe papa. Nam ex quo A. D. $349 eum EC» 
 clefiarum omnium caput declaravit Juſtinianus, alii omnium judicem, ipſum a 


nullo judicandum, tanta reverentia & obſequio ab imp. ipfis cultus eſt, tanta au- 


— 


thoritate ipſos ſubinde reprehendit, interdum etiam anathemate perculit, ut ron 


minus dicendus fit regnaſſe in ſpiritualibus, quamvis ſe ſubditum ſemper ſer- 


vumque fervorum diceret, quam in temporalibus imperaterss," 5 See Biſhop 


* 


Nu Diſſertatiox, vol. ii. p. 333+ 
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of fins wa to be purchaſed by their liberalities to the church and 
its miniſters; now thoſe doctrines which taught men the worſhip * 
of ſaints and images, the efficacy of obſerving human rites and 


inſtitutions towards the attainment of ſalvation, the power of re- 
| lics, and a thouſand more errors and abſurdities were brought to 


ion. Now did monkery over-run the world, and marriage 


Was forbidden, as unworthy of thoſe who aſpired to be ſaints —And 
in' this very year 529 allo, a new order of monks, which in a man- 
ner abſorbed all the others eſtabliſhed in the weſt, was inſtituted 


by Benedict of Nuria. In proceſs of time, this order having ac- 


quired immenſe riches, they ſunk into luxury, intemperance, and 
floth ; abandoned themſelves to all forts of vices ; extended their 
zeal and attention to worldly affairs; inſinuated themſelves into. 


the cabinets of princes; took part in political cabals and court 
factions; made a vaſt augmentation of ſuperſtitious rites; and». 
among other meritorious enterprizes, labored moſt ardently to 
ſwell the arrogance, by enlarging the power and authority of the 


Reman Pontiff. This and the other monaſtic orders, (ſinks- of ig- 
norance, indolence, and vice!) were the. fountains from whence 


iſſued all forts of abaminations, and the rivers which carried ſuper- 


ſition, oppreſſion, and, violence, to all parts of the earth. They | 


taught princes to tyrannize, and the people to cringe. 
Was not the time of the publiſhing of the forementioned colle.- 
of Juſtinian, and of the riſing of this order of monks, a period, 


in the hiſtory of the apoſtacy, in which we may ſuppoſe the Al- 


mighty, with diſtinguiſhed propriety, to begin to reckon the 1260 - 


Sf" 


years of the beaſt's power, and the treading down of the holy city ? ? 


The conjetture is probable a priori: but, if preſent events, and 
theſe compared with other events, agree to recommend this aged 
529, the probability is much increaſed. 7 
Io fay no more of this concurrence of ſeveral aumbers, PIER 
iſſuing from different periods, and theſe the moſt intereſting in the 
| hiſtory of nations, and of the church, and yet harmonizing in their 
termination ſo conformable to what the prophets ſeem to point 
out, reſpecting the events of the laſt days; a concurrence which 


is not the effect of labored contrivance, as ſome, at firſt ſight, may 


imagine, but the natural and neceſſary conſequence of taking the 
French Revolution, in 4789, as the termination of the 1260 years 

of the kB and the you from which to — all their 
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'A SYNOPTICAL TABLE OF PROPHETIC NUMBERS. 


The 2goo years, Dan. viii. 14.| B. C. 
which comprehend the length 


of the viſion from a diſtinguiſh- : 3 £ | TE: | IP | 
| ; | when Xerxes ſet out to invade Greece, with 5,000,000 of followers, and whoſe wa 
ed puſhing of the Perſians for] 481 |, prefigured, Dan. viii. 4, 20. by the puſhing of a ram and end in the year * mw 


_ conqueſt, to the cleanſing of 
the ſanQtuary, begin in the 
year * — N 


The 1260 years, Dan. vu. 25. e Rev. 
xi. 2, 3. xii. 6, 14. xiii. 5. the period of the 
proſperity of the papal beaſt, till the com- 
mencement of the deciſive attack on his 
uſurpations, begin in the year . 


The 1290 years, Dan. xii. 11. which com- 


_—_— beſide the 1 260 years, 30 years more| 
fo 


r the conflict with antichriſt, begin in the 
lame year = „% ow. 


The 1335 years, Dan. xii. 18. which are 


to bring to a {till more bleſſed period, begin 


in the lame year - 


. * 


A. C. When the code of Juſtinian (the ſtrong-hold off A.C. 


A.C. 


4 


— 


When the tranſgreſſion of de- 
ſolation ſhall end, (Dan. viii. 


k 13.) and the abomination | 
clerical tyranny) was firſt publiſhed, and abou which hath made deſolate the 
| [which time this ſame emperor declared the Biſhop hen his | hurch of Chriſt, and the na- 
ſof Rome the judge of all, but himſelf to be judged] 1789 [proſperity ions of the earth, ſhall be 
529 {by no one, and when alſo the order of Benedictine terminates, rought to a period. (Dan, xit. 
'_ _ſmonks, the great ſupport of the papacy, was found- e | [ 11.) - 
in SE 1 N 


ö 


529 | 


ed; and en 
6 


the year - 


* . 
* = - + : 
* * 


* 
* 
{81 


{ 
529 


The Witneſſes (Rev. x1. 4 were lain by Lewis XIV.] A. C. But who, after being politically 3 A. C. 


when he repealed the edi 
is Proteſtant ſubjects, in the year — 


85 Thus the deciſive attack of the Witneſſes, for 


papal beaſt, commences in the year - 


Todeſtroy the papacy, and other antichriſtian deſpotiſms, at leaſt, ſo far as to make way for the reſtoration of the Jews, 
and to prepare mankind for greater bleſſings than have ever yet been known upon earth, will take thirty years, the period 
for the executing the judgments predicted in Iſa. xxvi. 20, 21. xxvii. 1. Joel iii. 9—15. Zeph. iii. 


7 


1 —— 1685 three lunar days and a half, or about 4789 


ee baniſhed, and murdered, near 2,000;000 o 


105 years, began to revive in the year 


T 


civil and religious liberty, upon the errors, uſurpations, and tyrannies of t 


the vintage and pouring out of the vials, which are to be the means of cleanſing the ſanftuary = 


To gather and try the Jews prepatatory to their converſion, to deſtroy the remains of 

the Gentile church, will occupy forty-five years more; at the end of which, it is likely, there will be that glorious appearan 
of the Lord in favor of his ſervants, promiſed in Ezek. xxxviii. xxxix. and Zech. xii. 8—14. xiv. and, it is probable, in Rev. 
XX.9. Now the Jewiſh nation is born at once, (Iſa. lxvi. 8.) and the diſtant heathens are to be converted to Chriſtianity.} 


(Iſa. Iii, 10—1g. Jer, xvi. 19. Ezek. xxxix. 21.) This is the time of which Daniel ſays, Blefed is he that 


which is the year — 


* 
2 1 
— 


„ A SS TS W we IM and end in the year 1819 


8. as alſo for the gatherin 


- and to purify and enlarge | 


Wo : : and end in the year 1664 


— 


When the French Conſtituent Aﬀembly 
cclared for civil and. religious liberty. 


AG 
1789 


cometh to it, an 
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WHAT 3 but chat the reader, unbiaſſed by 2 party ſpi- 


Tit, ſeriouſly revolve i in his mind, the proofs which have been ad- 


duced, of that tyranny which has ſo long been exerciſed in Franca, 
to the grievous oppreſſion of the people of that country, and to 
the great injury of ſurrounding nations, being that beaſtly power 
which, according to God's word, was to ſlay the witneſſes for truth 


and liberty; and whether the time for their riſing from their civil 


and political death be arrived? The conſequences connected with 


the truth of this fact are unſpeakably intereſting to every nation 
in Europe, and even to all the world. Are the diſtreſſing calami- 


ties which we have heard of, chaſtifing judgments for fin ? Their 


cry, toall ſurrounding nations, is, Prepare to meet your God, —Let 
every man and every nation—REyzxT and REFORM. 25 

God hearkeneth to hear if any man repent him of his wicked- 
neſs, ſaying, What have 1 done! (Jer. viii. 6.) Let every one, 


then, break off his ſins by righteouſneſs —let the church return to 


its original humble demeanor, its primitive purity, and its firſt love 
—let every government reform its abuſes, and by the practice of 
juſtice and mercy break every heavy yoke, and by theſe means 
make the wilderneſs and the ſolitary place glad. Thus might they 
expe a bleſſing. But if men be ſtill incorrigible in fin, if ſyſ- 
tems of oppreſſion,” perſecution, and war, be ſtill perſiſted in, if 
the nations league themſelves with papal antichriſt, for the pur- 


| Pole of ſupporting him in his corruptions, robberies, uſurpations, 
and tyrannies, in vain will they truſt i in the wiſdom of their coun- 


ſellors, the multitude of their riches, or in the power of their n 
merous fleets and armies. He that ſitteth in the heavens will have 


them in deriſion. When they take counſel, he will bring it to 


nought; when they affociate themſelves, he will break them to 
pieces. —The Judge ftandeth before the door. And without Rx- 


 PENTANCE and REFORMATION his judgments will ſpeedily come. 


It is the duty of every member of the community to contribute 
what in him lies to the peace and happineſs of his country. Wha 
are the beſt friends both of our king and conſtitution ; and who 
| | 55 Per- 
+ Amos iv. 12. N 


78 SIGNS or nE TIMES. | 
perform the beſt ſervices to their fellow-citizens ; they who ex- 


ert all their power to perpetuate imperfeRtions and abuſes, and who 


Matter where they ought to condemn ; or. theſe who plead for 
timely reform, that we may ward off the evils inſeparable from 


revolutions, and who lift up their voice againſt the crying crimes 


of the nation, that men may repent, and. thus the diſpleaſure of 
Cod be averted, and his bleſſing continued to future generations? 
Who promote moſt the general intereſt and happineſs ;—they who 


labor to blind mankind and pervert their judgments; or thoſe who 


invite them to diſpaſſionate examination, that they may beware of 
pPrecipitating themſelves into deſtructive meaſures ;—they who, 
either by riot andi intemperance, or by miſrepreſentation and calum- 


ny, Inflame the paſſions of men, that they may engage them to 5 


forward their on intereſted views; or thoſe who exhort them to 


ferious thoughtfulneſs, and a peaceable purſuit of thoſe meaſures 


which may prolong the quiet and proſperity of our country? He 


that aldi truth fheweth forth righteoufurſs ; but a falſe wo = 


deceit. 

I may have: failed i in the execution; but my aim — been to 
ſerve my king and country, and to promote our common happineſs, 
by inveſtigating a moſt intereſting ſubject. In doing it, I believe 
that I have performed, though a ſmall, yet an acceptable ſervice 
to God.—May it be a uſefut one to my countrymen! With a 
heart agitated and overflowing with anxious concern, I pray that 
the war which threatens us, may be averted ; and that the angry 
clouds which are gathering around may ſweep by this long favored 
country, and ſpend their ſtores | of RE only on the 8 of 
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